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Additional chart coverage may be found in CATP2, Catalog of Nautical Charts.
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SECTOR 4

THE RED SEA—GAZAIR GIFTUN TO RAS KASAR

Plan.—This sector describes the W side of the Red Sea
between Gazair Giftun and Ras Kasar, including the Sawakin
Archipelago. The general sequence of description is N to S.

General Remarks

4.1 A range of mountains extends S at varying distances
inland; from Jazirat Safajah, about 25 miles S of the S
extremity of Gazair Giftun (27°14'N., 33°55'E.), to Ras al
Hadaribah, about 200 miles farther SE, this range approaches
the coast.

The terrain between the mountains and the sea is low and
sandy. This coast is fringed with reefs and there are numerous
off-lying reefs.

The Inner Channel, sheltered by reefs, is a smooth-water
channel useful to smaller vessels; it lies between Ras Abu
Shajarah (21°04'N., 37°19'E.) and Sawakin Harbor, about 115
miles farther S. Along this stretch of coast the channel is
generally 1.5 to 3 miles wide.

Near Ras Abu Shajarah and the Tiflah Islands, about 22
miles S of Ras Abu Shajarah, and Marsa Salak, about 12 miles
farther S, the Inner Channel narrows to about 1 mile.

From Ras Abu Shajarah to Marsa Salak, the most intricate
part of the channel, and again from Marsa Fijjah, 23 miles S of
Marsa Salak, to Marsa Darur, 12 miles farther SSE, the depths
are mostly moderate. In other parts, this channel is deep.

South of Bur Sudan, the Inner Channel passes inside the
extensive shoals and islets of Sawakin Archipelago as far as the
vicinity of the Khor Nowarat, about 20 miles NW of Ras
Kasar. The two principal entrances of the Inner Channel are off
Bur Sudan and Sawakin Harbor, respectively.

In most anchorages along this section of coast, it is advisable
to moor, and in many places during bad weather it may be
prudent to run a stream anchor to or toward the weather beach.

The Central Passage, for all practical purposes, is the only
navigable channel used by vessels through the Red Sea and is
described in Sector 3.

Vessels bound for ports on the W shore have to break off
from the Central Passage and contend with the Inner Channel,
which is formed partly by small detached reefs and sunken
rocks, and partly by islands and extensive reefs.

The Inner Channel is connected to the Central Passage by
openings in the reefs, some of which, especially those N of
17°N, are of great width.

Directions for approaching these ports will be described in
the appropriate sections of this sector. Excessive refraction and
mirage are frequent, causing land, lights, and other features to
be visible from much greater distances than would normally be
expected.

Winds—Weather.—Along this section of the W shore, N
winds are prevalent the year round, but are affected by land and
sea breezes. These winds are light and variable, with frequent
calms during August and September.

From August to October, the weather is generally fine;
November to April is the rainy season.

Caution.—Cross currents, setting E or W, are not
infrequent, and are observed in all parts of the Red Sea.

Gazair Giftun to Bur Sudan

4.2  Gazair Giftun (Gifatin Islands) (27°13'N., 33°56'E.)
is a group of islands, islets, and rocks lying close off the coast.

Caution.—The area bound by the coast S of the Gazair
Giftun and lines joining the following positions: 27°09.4'N,
33°59.6'E, 27°09.2'N, 33°49.3'E, and 26°58.9'N, 33°55.0'E, is
prohibited to navigation because of moored mines.

Gazair Giftun (Giftun el-Kebir), the largest of the Jazair
Jiftun group, is hilly in its N and central parts, with a rugged
range extending from N and reaching an elevation of 118m
near the center of the island; the S part of the island is a
plateau, 3 to 6.1m high.

A coral patch, from which a light is shown from the NW
point of the patch, lies about 1 mile SSW of the S extremity of
the island. Giftun el-Saghir, lying about 1 mile E of the SE
extremity of Gazair Giftun, is hilly and 101m high near the
middle of its E side. A T-head pier, with 7.3m at its head,
projects a short distance from the SW extremity of the island.

Anchorage.—Anchorage is prohibited in the Gifatin
Islands. All waters and reefs in this area are now a marine
reserve. There are mooring bouys available throughout the
area.

Shab Abu Rimathi (27°08'N., 33°57'E.), a coral reef, is
reported not to be clearly visible.

Umm Agawish el-Saghir (27°09'N., 33°51'E.), a low rocky
islet lies on a reef in the S entrance of Gifatin Channel.

Gaziret Abu Mingar, lying on the reef extending from the W
side of Gazair Giftun, is a flat 1.8m high island; it is divided
into two parts by a narrow creek bordered with mangroves.

The N part of the island is bare, and its S part has low
bushes. Beacons, marking the edge of the coral reef, stand W
and SW of the island.

Anchorage.—Good anchorage, sheltered from N winds, can
be taken, in 12.8 to 18.3m, close S of the pier at the SW
extremity of Giftun el-Saghir.

Franken Point (27°14'N., 33°51'E.), low and sandy, with
bare hills NW of it and a flat plain SW, is the W point of the N
entrance of EI-Ghardaga Anchorage in Mingar Channel.

43 El-Ghardaga (Hurghada) (27°13'N., 33°51'E.)
(World Port Index No. 47990) lies in Mingar Channel between
the reef extending W from Gaziret Abu Mingar and the
mainland.

Winds—Weather.—The weather in the N part of the Red
Sea is controlled in the summer by the thermal low in Saudi
Arabia and the high pressure that ridges over the eastern
Mediterranean Sea.
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El-Ghardaga

When the thermal low deepens and the high pressure ridge
strengthens, the winds funnel through the Gulf of Suez,
producing gale force winds and high seas. The funneling
effects are exacurbated in the El-Ghardaga area. Visibility can
be expected to be 4 to 6 miles. However, it will be lower in
suspended sand and the heavy haze that forms after the winds
die down.

Tides—Currents.—Currents are mainly wind driven and
have been reported to reach speeds of up to 4 knots in the
approach and up to 2 knots in the anchorage area.

Anchorage.—A waiting anchorage, located in the N
approach to Mingar Channel is available. Centered on the
position 27°17.5'N, 33°52.2'E, the area shows charted depths of
10 to 101m, coral bottom.

El-Ghardaga Anchorage has depths of 12.8 to 48m, the least
depth being in the entrance from S, where 7.3m is in the
vicinity of Merlin Point. Two 5m patches are charted S of the
7.3m depth.

Anchorage can be taken, in 14.6 to 18.3m, with the
Manager's House, about 0.2 mile SW of Franken Point, bearing
316°, 0.5 mile distant, and the E extremity of Franken Point
bearing 358°. Take care to avoid a wreck, with a least depth of
33m, charted about 1 mile N of the anchorage.

A 9m patch lies 0.15 mile E of the anchorage; pinnacle
rocks, with depths of 6 to 7m, lie in this area. This anchorage is
sheltered from all but N winds, which raise a considerable sea.

Directions.—Vessels wishing to enter El-Ghardaga
Anchorage should report to the Egyptian authorities at least 24
hours in advance their time of arrival in the waiting anchorage.
The port is open from sunrise to sunset.

Vessels approaching EI-Ghardaga Anchorage from the N
should steer to pass about 2 miles N of Jazirat Umm Qamar
until Dishet Abu Mingar bears 199.5°, then steer S, keeping
that hill in range 199.5° with a high hill behind it until the piers
at El-Ghardaqga are open E of Franken Point. Then proceed as
necessary to the range beacons, in line bearing 202° but
reported (1990) difficult to see, located in Mingar Channel.

It been reported a vessel has approached the anchorage with
the peak of Dishet Abu Minger bearing 198°.

Caution.—For fixing positions, Gazirat Shakir, the round
summit of Jazirat Jubal, and the double peak of Gebel Ush
(27°30'N., 33°33'E.) will be found more convenient than Juzur

Tawilah, which is low and flat. See paragraphs 2.11, 2.12, and
2.13 for further information on these peaks.

Dangerous rocks lie about 1.2 miles and 3.2 miles SSE of
Umm Qamar Island.

4.4 Merlin Point (27°12'N., 33°51'E.) is a bare, coral
rock, rising in steep ledges to an elevation of 74m, and is the E
extremity of Dishet Abu Mingar, a prominent hill. This stretch
of coast, which is also the W side of Mingar Channel, forms a
sheltered bay. The remains of a pier and some bollards and
piles are close S of Merlin Point.

A conspicuous hotel stands 0.2 mile SW of the point. From
Merlin Point to Al Qusayr, about 70 miles SSE, the coast is
moderately clear of dangers.

Abreast Gaziret Safaga, the off-lying reefs are about 6 miles
from the nearest land, but farther S the coast may be
approached with little danger, except in the vicinity of Quei
Reefs (26°24'N., 34°11'E.).

The mountains in the N part of this section slope SE to the
coast. Southeast of Jabal Shaib al Banat, 2,184m high, the
coastal range gradually decreases in elevation and, in the
vicinity of Gaziret Safaga, is from about 213 to 549m high.

Jabal al Maqal, about 15 miles ESE of Jabal Shaib al Banat,
is 1,240m high. To the E of this latter mountain the coast, as far
as Al Qusayr, about 40 miles SSE of Gaziret Safaga, is low,
rising gradually to mountains, 610m high, about 5 miles
inland.

Gebel Nugara, 833m high, and about 14 miles SE of Jabal al
Magal; is the S end of the range of which Jabal Shaib al Banat
is the summit.

Marsa Abu Makhadiq (27°02'N., 33°54'E.) provides
anchorage, in 27.4 to 37m, mud. During N winds, anchorage in
lesser depths can be taken by carefully approaching the reef
fringing the N entrance point, but caution must be exercised as
some detached rocks lie close to the reef.

A 12m wooden pier extends from a position about 0.3 mile
within the N entrance point of Marsa Abu Makhadig. There is
a reported depth of 6.1m alongside the head of this pier.

Anchorage can be taken, in 11 to 18.3m, sand and coral, S of
Saal Hasish, a 3m high islet protecting Marsa Abu Makhadig
on the E, which has a drying reef extending 1.5 miles S, with
the islet bearing 008°, distant 1.5 miles.

From a position on the mainland W of the S end of the reef
containing Saal Hashish, and Ras Abu Sawmah, about 8 miles
SE, the coast is fringed by a steep-to reef. Sharm el Naga, a
break in the coastal reef which extends about 0.2 mile offshore
in this vicinity, is entered about 2 miles WNW of the NE
extremity of Ras Abu Sawmabh; there is a small above-water
rock in this cove. It is prohibited to anchor, except in an
emergency, on the coral reefs surrounding Sharm el Naga;
they have been declared a protected area.

45 Ras Abu Sawmah (Ras Abu Soma) (26°51'N.,
34°00'E.), with a 24m summit which is gravel-topped, is a
salient headland slightly higher in elevation than the coast from
which it projects.

Gaziret Safaga (Jazirat Safajah) (26°45'N., 33°59'E.) is low
and sandy. A conspicuous table-topped hill, 26m high, is on its
NE extremity. A beacon stands on the summit of the hill. It was
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reported (1994) that a large fort is situated close to this
position. A ruined beacon stands on the S tip of the island.

Some detached rocks lie about 1 mile S of the S extremity of
the island. They are marked on their SE side by Moorewood
Beacon.

4.6  Panorama Reef (26°45'N., 34°05'E.) lies in a position
about 5 miles E of Gaziret Safaga; it is on a bank with depths
less than 183m. A beacon, the position of which is
approximate, marks the S end of this reef.

A bank, with a least charted depth of 22m, is about 1 mile S
of Panorama Reef. Arpha Bank, with a least depth of 21.9m,
lies about 2 miles W of Panorama Reef.

Middle Reef (26°43'N., 34°00'E.), which dries, and over
which the sea breaks, lies about 3 miles SSE of Panorama
Reef. This danger lies on a bank with depths of 7.3 to 11m;
sunken rocks lie close S and 0.5 mile SE, respectively, of
Middle Reef.

The SW part of the bank on which these two reefs lie has not
been examined.

Fellows Rocks, two submerged rocks with depths of less
than 1.8m, lie in the middle of a bank extending about 4 miles
SSW from about 2 miles S of Panorama Reef.

Shab Shear (26°39'N., 34°06'E.) lies awash, about 3 miles S
of Middle Reef, and is the southeasternmost of this group of
dangers. A boulder which dries to 1.2m stands near the SE
extremity of this reef.

Hyndman Reefs (26°39'N., 34°03'E.), awash and drying in
places, lie about 4 miles SE of the S extremity of Gaziret
Safaga; these reefs extend about 2 miles SE.

Cannon Reef (26°40'N., 33°59'E.), which dries 0.3m and the
N extremity of which lies about 3 miles S of the S extremity of
Gaziret Safaga, projects S to within about 1 mile of the coastal
reef. A deep channel, about 2 miles wide, lies between
Hyndman Reefs and Cannon Reef.

Spit Reef (26°41'N., 33°58'E.) projects about 3 miles N from
the coast to a position about 2 miles SW of the S extremity of
Gaziret Safaga.

Shoals and sunken rocks extend from the W and NW
extremities; shoals with less than 5.5m lie within 0.5 mile of
the NW extremity.

A sandy spit, which dries to 0.6m, is on the E side of this
reef.

Bur Safaga (Bur Safajah) (Port Safaga)
(26°44'N., 33°56'E.)

World Port Index No. 47980
4.7  Bur Safaga is entered between EI Morewood Lighted

Beacon and the dangers N of Spit Reef. Shelter is afforded
from N winds; SE winds cause a swell to set in.

The settlement on the mainland lies about 4 miles NW of the
S extremity of Gaziret Safaga; the phosphate works and the
settlement form a conspicuous group of buildings.

Winds—Weather.—Generally, the winds blow from the N
and are light in the morning, but gain in strength during the
day, making tying up more difficult. From November to March,
strong S winds blow occasionally, lasting approximately 10
days. These cause a rough sea and hinder port operations.

Depths—L imitations.—The fairway into the port was
dredged to a depth of 13m passing between two shoal areas; it
has been reported (1996) that the fairway has been dredged to
15m. Inside the shoals, the bay has general depths of 26 to
35m, but shoal depths extend up to 1.5 miles off the coast in
the NE portion of the harbor.

Elsewhere, shoal depths extend between 183m and 0.5 mile
offshore. A 2.1m patch lies about 3 miles SE of the Manager's
House, and a 4.9m shoal lies about 3 miles ESE of the same
landmark. The largest vessel handled in this port was 56,000
dwt, with an loa of 250m and a draft of 12.7m.

An oil jetty, 1.5 miles S of the Manager’s House, is 60m
long, and had reported depths (1995) of no less than 11.9m
alongside. A second phosphate berth is situated 0.5 mile S of
the oil jetty.

Aspect.— The iron framework transporter at the phosphate
berth, the white building known as the Manager's House about
1 mile W, and a black chimney about 1 mile E of the Manager's
House, are all conspicuous. An aluminum silo and elevator
stand at the general cargo wharf. There is an Egyptian Naval
Base situated just N of the Commercial Wharf.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory. Pilots board SW of El
Morewood Lighted Beacon. Vessels are not permitted to
approach the port without a pilot on board.

Vessels must send their ETA to the Port Authority 7 days in
advance. The ETA must be confirmed 24 hours in advance.
After arriving in the waiting area, vessels must contact the pilot
station on VHF channel 16 to provide the time of arrival and
any other requested information.

Regulations.—Navigation is prohibited outside the
Approach Sector. The Approach Sector lies between 010° and
050° from El Morewood Lighted Beacon.

It is prohibited to approach the port entrance from the S.

Anchorage.—A waiting anchorage 1.5 miles in radius, is
available in the approach to Bur Safaga. The anchorage is
centered on the position 26°46'N, 34°02.7'E, and generally
contains depths of over 200m.

Arapha Reef is contained within the anchorage limits, which
offers a least depth of 22m, bottom quality not stated. General
anchorage is available anywhere in the bay clear of the shoals,
in depths of 26 to 35m.

A vessel anchored 1.5 miles off EI Morewood Lighted
Beacon, with the same beacon bearing 350°, good holding
ground. This is reported to be the best of the outer anchorages.

Bur Safaga Berthing Information (2001)
Berth Berthing Maximum vessel Usage
length Length Draft
No. 1 290m 250m 12.8m Bulk
No. 2 415m 290m 9.15m General/passenger
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Bur Safaga Berthing Information (2001)
Berth Berthing Maximum vessel Usage
length Length Draft
No. 3 281m 221m 9.45m Aluminum
No. 4 - 70m 8.53m Phosphate
No. 5 420m - 9.75m General
Coal - 115m 8m Coal
Phosphate 260m 260m 14m Private facility

Another berth, in depths of 21.9 to 29m is available with the
SW tip of Gaziret Safaga bearing 115°, distant 0.7 mile.

Swinging room for large vessels using this berth may be
cramped by foul ground best seen on the chart. Anchorage
berths are assigned by the Harbormaster.

Directions.—When approaching Bur Safaga, mariners are
expected to use caution as the navigational aids have been
altered. The inner bay range lights (310°) have been
discontinued and the directional light (26°44.2'N., 33°56.1'E.)
and its associated light sector have been realigned. The
centerline of the white sector and the track to follow is now
311°. The four lighted buoys marking the dredged channel
have been moved accordingly.

In the outer approaches to Bur Safaga, additional lighted
beacons have been established on the following reefs and
islands:

Middle Reef (26°42.5'N., 34°06.0'E.).

Shih Shear (26°39.4'N., 34°06.5'E.).

Hyndman Reefs (26°39.4'N., 34°02.7".).
Safaga al Bour (26°36.4'N., 34°01.1‘E.).

NE Geziret Safaga (26°45.7'N., 33°59.6'E.).
Fellowes Rock vicinity (26°41. 7 N., 34°03.9E.).

Cautlon —Mariners are advised that the exact positions of
the lighted beacons in Safaga Channel have yet to be
confirmed. It has also been reported that the bottom in the
vicinity of the phosphate berth has numerous coral heads on
which the slack of hawsers or anchor cables may foul.

Vessels entering should try to arrive off Gaziret Safaga by
sunrise in order to have the sun astern when making the harbor
entrance. The wind is then usually calm, but during the evening
the breeze is generally offshore, and is occasionally quite
strong for periods of as much as 1 hour. It is advisable not to
enter at night.

G’P"PW!\-’!—‘

4.8 Wadi Quei (Quei Reefs) (26°24'N., 34°12'E.), lying
between 2 and 4 miles offshore, is a group of above and below-
water rocks.

Between Bur Safaga and Al Qusayr, the coast is fringed by a
steep-to reef which extends up to 0.5 mile offshore.

Hamrawein (26°15'N., 34°12'E.) is a phosphate terminal,
with a 67m long quay. Vessels up to 30,000 dwt, with a
maximum length of 180m and a maximum draft of 10m, can be
accommodated.

Vessels are urged to contact the local authorities before
attempting to berth here, as information on this port is scanty.

Al Qusayr (Quseir) (Kosseir) (26°06'N., 34°17'E.)
World Port Index No. 47970

4.9 Al Qusayr is practically an open roadstead consisting
of a small bight with the town and the piers in the N part; the
bight is open SE. The port is a shipping point for locally-mined
phosphate. Except for the head of this bight- where there is a
sandy beach, the shores are fringed by reefs extending from
183m to 0.5 mile offshore. The ruins of a fort stand on the
higher ground close NW of the town. The port is open from
sunrise to sunset.

Winds—Weather—Winds from N and NW commence
daily at about 0500. and increase to force 4 or 5 at about 1100.
Winds diminish to calm by evening.

Tides—Currents.—The mean tidal range is 0.5m; the
spring tidal range is 0.5m.

Depths—Limitations.—Southwest of the phosphate
loading terminal are depths of 1.8m, which shoal rapidly
toward the shore; elsewhere the depths are greater. The
dimensions of the berths, rather than the fairways leading to
them, limit the size of vessels accommodated. Vessels do not
berth alongside the 82m pier, but moor to the available buoys.
The maximum depth at berth is 8.8m.

Aspect.—The most prominent objects from seaward are the
radio masts, 37m high, close N of the town and the loading
transporter on the phosphate pier from which a reported light is
shown. Four cylindrical tanks stand near the radio masts.

Conspicuous objects when approaching the port are a
building 55m high, standing about 0.2 mile NW of the
transporter,; and the phosphate works and conveyor belt, about
1 mile NNW of the transporter.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory. A vessel can obtain a
pilot by displaying the "S" flag of the International Code of
Signals. The pilot boards 2 miles from the port and remains on
board during the vessels stay.

Signals.—Vessels should send their ETA at the port at least
24 hours in advance, confirming 2 hours prior to arrival.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in 9.1 to 33m, on the
bank extending E from the coastal reef. Caution must be used
in selecting an anchorage, as the edges of the bank are abrupt
and could be missed. A depth of 25.6m will be found on the
inner bank, with the loading transporter bearing 280°. There is
an anchorage close to the reef, with the transporter bearing
about 220°, about 1 mile distant, with moderate holding ground
of sand and coral. This anchorage cannot be used at night.
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Should the anchorages here become untenable,
anchorage can be taken at Bur Safaga.

Directions.—The approach from seaward is made via the
approach section, best seen on the chart. A waiting anchorage,
1.5 miles in radius, centered on position 26°07'N, 34°19'E and
encompassing the anchorages, is available.

Caution.—The best time to approach the port is during the
morning because of a glare that makes the port difficult to
distinguish when the sun is W of the meridian.

good

4.10 Gabel Abu Tiyur (25°44'N., 34°17'E.), 23 miles S of
Al Qusayr, rises to a height of 1,027m and is a prominent mark.
On S bearings, the mountain appears to have several peaks; on
WSW bearings it appears flattened. On NW bearings, the N
summits appear rounded and the S summits gradually appear
as peaks.

From Gebel Umm Shaddad, a 730m high peak about 5 miles
SE of Gebel Abu Tiyur, a range, with three well-defined peaks,
extends about 12 miles S to Gebel Umm Naga.

Between Al Qusayr and Jazirat Wadi Jimal, 97 miles SSE,
the coast is fringed in places by a reef; numerous dangers lie up
to 8 miles offshore.

Marsa Toronbi (25°42'N., 34°35'E.), a small bay lying 32
miles SSE of Al Qusayr, with a stone T-headed pier, provides
anchorage in 14.6m. Slight shelter from NW winds is afforded
by Ras Toronbi, its low N entrance point.

There is a rock in the bight, and 1 mile and 2 miles N of Ras
Toronbi there are two small shoals close inshore. Depths of
21.9 to 29m lie on the bank extending about 3 miles E from
them.

Ras Toronbi is reported to give a good radar return up to a
distance of 18 miles. Marsa Mubarak, in a position about 11
miles SSE of Marsa Toronbi, is reported to be composed of
two arms, with the ruins of some houses on the shore of the S
arm.

Marsa Abu Dabbab (25°20'N., 34°45'E.) is about 0.2 mile
wide. The off-lying dangers S and E of this cove necessitate an
approach from the N at a safe distance from the coastal reef.
Good anchorage, in 29 to 46m, sheltered from W winds, can be
taken in the cove.

Elphinstone Reef (25°19'N., 34°52'E.), 7 miles E of Marsa
Abu Dabbab, has a depth of less than 1.8m and is steep-to.

411 Ras Samadai (25°01'N., 34°55'E.) projects slightly
from the coast and is 47m high. A bank, with depths of 18.3 to
23.8m, lies about 3 miles N of Ras Samadai and about 2 miles
offshore; some rocks, with depths less than 1.8m, lie on this
bank.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken in 18.3 to 33m,
sheltered from NW winds, on the S side of the above-
mentioned bank.

Marsa llundaba (25°00'N., 34°55'E.), about 3 miles S of
Ras Samadai, is sheltered from N by a low point with a small
reef projecting from it. About 3 miles ENE of Marsa Tundaba
is a small reef, which lies on a bank with depths of 12.8 to
37m. A dangerous rock, witha depth of less than 1.8m, lies
about 2 miles SSW of this bank.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken on the bank S of the
above reef, and also in Marsa Tundaba, in about 18.3m, close
inshore, clear of the reefs and sunken rocks.

Ras Dirra (24°53'N., 34°58'E.), about 7 miles SSE of Ras
Samadai, is low. On the low hills to the S are two great
rectangular blocks and some ruins. Reefs extend parallel and
close to the coast here.

There are several off-lying detached reefs, dangerous to
navigation, between Ras Dirra and Ras Urayir (Ras Uriah),
about 10 miles SE. The detached reefs are steep-to and lie, in
some instances, as far as 6 miles offshore. In this locality, the
shore should be approached with caution within a distance of
10 miles.

Jazirat Wadi Jimal (24°40'N., 35°10'E.), about 6 miles SE
of Ras Urayir, is low and rocky. Foul ground is charted
between it and the shore, while a foul patch, an off-lying
danger, is charted 5 miles E of the island.

Several other dangers lie hereabouts, and may best be seen
on the chart.

From SE, the NE end of the island appears as a bluff and the
SW end appears low, with several small hills near it. From S,
both ends appear low, with the summit in the middle.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in 14.6 to 18.3m,
sand and rock, on the bank extending SE from Jazirat Wadi
Jimal, with its summit bearing about N. Caution is necessary to
avoid the rocks on this bank.

4,12 Sharm Luli (24°37'N., 35°09'E.), about 4 miles SW
of the SE extremity of Jazirat Wadi Jimal, is entered through an
opening in the coastal reef, about 91m wide and 27.4m deep.
The head of this cove is shallow, and the shore is flat and sandy.

Anchorage, in about 14.6m, sand and mud, is available to
small vessels in this cove. A chain of hills, about | mile inland,
parallels the shore and rises to an elevation of about 150m.

At about half the height of this chain and under a flat-topped
hill is a large white patch, which makes an excellent landmark
from the direction of Jazirat Wadi Jimal.

Caution.—The prevailing wind sets across the entrance of
Sharm Luli, necessitating a certain amount of speed to pass
through safely. However, there is little space available in the
anchorage for taking way off the ship.

Two landing places on the NW shore of the cove are each
marked by a pair of cairns, 1.3m high, and when in range
indicate a safe line of approach to the beach; however, these
cairns may not be visable.

Gebel Hamata (Jabal Hamatah) (24°12'N., 35°00'E.),
1,910m high, is conspicuous and, although surrounded by
other high mountains, towers above them. Gebel Abu Gurdi
stands about 12 miles SSE of Gebel Hamata and appears on
most bearings as a rather flat cone, surrounded by lower
mountains.

Ras Honkorab (Ras Hunkurah) (24°33'N., 35°09'E.), about
4 miles SSE of Sharm Luli, is low; it rises to a conspicuous
sugarloaf hill, 154m high, about 2 miles inland.

Indifferent anchorage can be taken close S of the point, in
18.3m, sheltered from NW winds. From Ras Hankorab to Ras
Banas, 53 miles SE, numerous islands, reefs, drying reefs, and
dangers with less than 2m over them lie up to 9 miles off the
coast.

4.13 Ras Banas (23°54'N., 35°47'E.) is the SE extremity of
a promontory. The hills of the promontory are sharply divided
into two parts by color difference. The white limestone hills
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which reach an elevation of 188m form a sinuous plateau
through the length of the promontory; the darker hills consist
of a mass, about 274m high, which stands near the junction of
the promontory and the coast, and another mass ,191m high,
near its S side about 7 miles from the extremity.

There is a ridge of moderately high hills which extends from
5to 12 miles W and NW from Ras Banas; they slope to the low
sandy ground at the E part of the promontory.

From Ras Banas to Ras Abu Darah, about 75 miles SSE, the
coast is low and rocky and recedes to form Foul Bay. Mina
Baranis (Port Berenice) lies in the NW part of this bay; S of
this anchorage the bay is encumbered with reefs and sunken
rocks.

The whole coast is foul and unapproachable, except in the
vicinity of Mina Baranis and Scout Anchorage, about 34 miles
SSW of Ras Banas.

A mountain range, with numerous peaks, stands about 6 to
10 miles inland near the central part of Foul Bay; a sandy plain
extends from the base of these mountains to the coast.

There are three main parts of this range, of which the N part
is known collectively as Gebel el Farayid and whose highest
peak, 1,366m high, stands about 31 miles SW of Ras Banas;
from N it has the appearance of an open hand, with the E peaks
resembling the fingers and the W peak the thumb.

About 3 miles SW of the highest peak of Gebel el Farayid is
a flat-topped mountain with steep sides, 1,259m high.

Two miles farther S is a group of peaks, the highest of which
is EI Meibar (The Bodkin), sharp, conspicuous, and 1,230m
high; it is so narrow it resembles a column.

4,14 Gebel Fareyid (Southern Peak) (23°18'N., 35°23'E.),
the southernmost of the three main parts of the range, is a small
peaked range with the two main peaks close together, about
11.5 miles S of El Meibar; the highest summit is 612m. To the
S of this range as far as Ras Abu Darah, the low and rocky
coast contains no peculiar or conspicuous features.

Geziret Zabargad (St. Johns Island) (23°37'N., 36°12'E.) is
the highest and easternmost island along this stretch of coast,
and also rises to a sharp peak. This barren island is bordered by
steep-to coral reefs from 91m to 0.4 mile wide which render
the island inaccessible, except for a small boat passage through
the reef on its NE side; the summit of the island, bearing 225°,
leads through this passage.

It was reported that there was a stone jetty at the inshore end
of the boat passage. Rocky Island, about 3 miles SE of Geziret
Zabarjad, is small, steep, and rocky; a cross stood on its
summit.

A dangerous reef has been reported to lie 5 miles E of the
island. It is prohibited to anchor, except in an emergency, on
the coral reefs surrounding Geziret Zabargad; they have been
declared a protected area

Geziret Zabarad and Rocky Island were reported to lie about
2 miles farther E than charted.

Geziret Mukawwa (23°50'N., 35°49'E.) is 34m high at its S
end and appears as an inclined plane on SW bearings. This
coral island is fringed by a steep-to coral reef which extends
about 1 mile NW from its N extremity. Horseshoe Reef, in a
position about 1 mile SW of Geziret Mukawwa, is awash, and
extends about 3 miles SSE.

A bank, with depths of 21.9 to 46m, extends nearly 1.5 miles
from the SW side. The bank has two rocks on it, each with a
depth of less than 1.8m. The S edge of the reef is awash and
steep-to with the exception of a rock, with a depth of 1.8m, off
the NE corner.

Cygnet Rock, the position of which is doubtful, lies about 7
miles W of Ras Banas and 1 mile offshore. It is a small coral
patch, with a depth of less than 1.8m, and irregular depths in its
vicinity. When El Meibar is only slightly open NE of the peaks
of Gebel el Farayid immediately N, a sharp look-out should be
kept for Cygnet Rock, over which the sea does not break.

Philadelphus Point (23°56'N., 35°36'E.), 3m high, on the S
side of the promontory of which Ras Banas is the extremity, is
in a position about 11 miles W of the extremity; it is yellow,
cliffy and somewhat indefinite, but rises to a well-defined
double summit, 188m high, about 1 mile N. There is a small
cairn on the W summit.

There is a channel, about 2 miles wide, between
Philadelphus Point and the reefs and rocks extending from the
coast S of Mina Baranis.

4.15 Mina Baranis (Port Berenice) (23°55'N., 35°30'E.)
lies in the NW part of Foul Bay. The shore consists of a low
sandy plain which rises gradually to the hills about 5 miles
inland; it is dotted with hillocks of drift sand. The best landing
is at a small concrete jetty, with a depth of 4.6m alongside.
Landing can also be effected on the N side of North Cove.

The outer harbor lies S and W of the sandspit that protects
the inner harbor. Inner harbor is almost landlocked, and
available only to small vessels with local knowledge.

Two beacons, in range 318°, stand just N of the entrance of
North Cove. The beacons are inconspicuous and the range
should be used with caution.

Anchorage.—A vessel can anchor, in 25.6m, mud, sand,
and coral, with the extremity of the sandspit bearing 099°,
distant about 1 mile. Strong N winds are prevalent during the
day, rendering the sea troublesome for boats.

Anchorage can be taken in, 12.8 to 16.5m, sand and coral,
with the SW extremity of the sandspit bearing about 304°,
about 1 mile distant. It is prohibited to anchor, except in an
emergency, on the coral reefs surrounding Geziret Zabargad;
they have been declared a protected area

At the head of the outer harbor there is anchorage, in 11 to
12.8m, off the entrance of North Cove, which is generally
smooth with the prevailing winds.

Directions.—The best channel for a vessel entering this port
is Middle Channel, between the S extremity of Geziret
Mukawwa and the NE extremity of Horseshoe Reef. Steering
for the 188m double summit near Philadelphus Point, bearing
about 304°, leads in about mid-channel between this island and
reef.

When the S end of Geziret Mukawwa bears 090°, keep it
astern on that bearing until the double summit near
Philadelphus Point bears 321°, then steer for it. This course
leads about 1 mile S of the reefs extending S from the W side
of Ras Banas. Range lights leading 314° can then be picked up
to help steer clear of shoals lying SW of Cygnet Rock until a
position 0.8 mile S of Philadelphus Point is reached. At this
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point, the next set of range lights can be found leading 270°
towards anchorages located SE of Mina Baranis’ outer harbor.

The channel described above is the better one, but if it is
desired to use South Channel between Horseshoe Reef and
White Rock, a vessel should steer with the summit of Geziret
Zabarad bearing 113°, astern, until the line of bearing for the
range lights W of Philadelphus Point are acquired, and then
proceed as previously directed for the Middle Channel.

Caution.—The beacons just N of North Cove in range 316°
lead between the dangers to the anchorage in the N part of the
outer harbor. The least charted depth on the range line is
reported to be 7.6m. The channel is about 68m wide.

4.16 Scout Anchorage (23°26'N., 35°34'E.) provides good
shelter during N winds, in 14.6 to 18.3m, sand, coral, and shell.
Bodkin Reef, narrow and about 2 miles from shore, forms the
N side of this anchorage. The sea breaks over this reef. \essels
anchor with El Meibar bearing about 282°, 11 miles distant.

There are many detached rocky heads S of the W half of
Bodkin Reef, and there is foul ground W of it. A sunken rock
lies about 1 mile ESE of the reef

Geziret Mureir (23°11'N., 35°44'E.) is low, sand, and lies
near the middle of a labyrinth of reefs extending NW and SE.

Hassa Lagoon (22°59'N., 35°42'E.) lies about 12 miles S of
Geziret Mureir. It has depths of 1.8 to 3.6m; landing can be
affected at the extremity of a sandspit which forms its N
entrance point, where there is a least depth of 0.9m.

The lagoon is entered through a narrow gap in the coastal
reef about 3 miles N of a large mangrove in the lagoon stop
entrance.

Marsa Shab (22°50'N., 35°46'E.) is an extensive inlet nearly
blocked by the coastal reef. Two small islets stand on the
fringing reef close S of the entrance and a conspicuous tree is
reported to stand in the entrance.

A small, conspicuous, black conical hill, 122m high, stands
about 8 miles WSW of the entrance; this hill should not be
confused with another hill which has a dark, flat top and stands
about 8 miles NW and about the same distance inland.

Indifferent anchorage for small vessels with local knowledge
is obtainable outside Marsa Shab.

4.17 Ras Abu Darah (22°41'N., 36°06'E.), lying about 19
miles ESE of the entrance of Marsa Shab, is the S entrance
point of Foul Bay. The point is low and covered with bushes.

The coastline in the vicinity of Ras Abu Darah was reported
to lie about 2 miles farther E than charted.

Jabal Gash Amir (22°16'N., 36°14'E.), 724m high, about 27
miles SSE of Ras Abu Darah, is an isolated mass of sharp
peaks, rising abruptly from a sandy plain. From about 8 miles
E of Jabal Gash Amir, a range extends about 30 miles SSE and
parallel with the coast.

This range rises to considerable elevations from the coastal
plain and is visible from a long distance in clear weather, but is
often obscured by mist for weeks at a time, the moisture
producing luxuriant vegetation right up to the summits of the
mountains.

Jabal Elba, the N summit of this range, stands about 9 miles
ESE of Jabal Gash Amir; it is a mass of light-colored peaks
with rugged hills of darker rocks on its S and W sides. Jabal

Shendidai stands about 10 miles SSE of Jabal Elba and has a
prominent summit.

4.18 Jabal Asoteriba (21°52'N., 36°30'E.) stands in a
position about 12 miles SSE of Jabel Shendidai and has a
greenish appearance because of its vegetation.

Jabal Hadarba (22°01'N., 36°40'E.) is a small range of hills
with many peaks.

Ras Jazriyal (22°17'N., 36°35'E.) is a coral cliff of moderate
elevation. The passage between it and the off-lying islands is
unsurveyed, but is reported to be narrow and shallow.

Jazirat ad Dibiyah (22°25'N., 36°30'E.), small and low, is
bordered by extensive reefs. A small coral islet, about 1m high,
lies about 2 miles NNE of Jazirat ad Dibiyah. Two low sandy
islands, known as Jazirat Halaib al Kabirah, lie on a coral reef
extending 7 miles N from Ras Jazriyal.

The channel between the SW extremity of the S island and
the coast SW has not been surveyed,; it is encumbered with a
sandspit that dries and connects the point to the SE.

The channel between the S side of Jazirat Halaib al Kabirah
and the coast S is called Marsa Halaib. There is a moderately
high coral cliff on the coast close W of Marsa Halaib.

Marsa Halaib (22°15'N., 36°38'E.), sheltered, lying
between Jazirat Halaib al Kabirah and the coast close E of Ras
Jazriyal, is formed by a reef extending about 1 mile S from Sea
Point, the SE extremity of Jazirat Halaib al Kabirah and a
barrier reef extending about 3 miles NW from the mainland.

The latter reef overlaps the former, forming an entrance
channel which has a least width of 122m and a least depth of
20m in the fairway. A 6m high white fort, with two flagstaffs,
stands in the center of the village located near the shore about 2
miles S of Jaziret Halaib al Kabirah.

The entrance channel between the reefs, about 1 mile SSW
of Sea Point, is marked by several beacons. Four of these
beacons mark the N end of the barrier reef in the vicinity of
Northwest Rock. It is prohibited to anchor, except in an
emergency, on the coral reefs surrounding Marsa Halaib; they
have been declared a protected area

419 Sandy Islet (22°15'N., 36°40'E.), 1m high, and
numerous drying coral patches lie on the reef extending S from
Sea Point. A rock, 1m high, lies on the E edge of this reef about
1 mile ESE of Sea Point.

Northwest Rock, awash, lies about 91m NNW of the beacon
on the W side of the entrance of the harbor.

A spit, on which are some rocks with depths of less than
1.8m, extends about 1 mile N from Northwest Rock; a 5m
shoal lies 0.4 mile N of the same rock.

The shores of this harbor, except in front of the village, are
bordered by reefs, which extend as far as 0.35 mile offshore,
and there are many detached shoals.

Anchorage.—A vessel anchored, in 31m, with the fort
bearing 214°, about 0.3 mile distant. Temporary anchorage can
be taken off the entrance of the harbor, in 17.3m, with the fort
bearing about 225° and Sandy Islet bearing 336°.

Directions.—Vessels should enter Marsa Halaib before
noon, when the sun is in a favorable position.

Course should be set to pass about 1 mile N of the large reef
about 7 miles E of the entrance; this reef, over which the sea
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always breaks, has several drying rocks on it and can be seen
for several miles.

The fort in the village, in range 253° with a round-topped
hill, leads about 1 mile N of this reef and about 0.4 mile N of a
shoal, with a least depth of 5.5m, lying about 4 miles E of the
fort.

The reef extending S from Sea Point should be kept close
aboard as it is more easily seen than the barrier reef, which
overlaps to the W.

After passing through the N part of the entrance channel, a
turn of about 150° is necessary, in a somewhat restricted space,
if a vessel is proceeding to S.

Care is necessary in rounding Northwest Rock in order to
avoid the shoals N.

On leaving. it is more difficult. as the ship is then turning
from approximately head-on to the prevailing wind into the
narrowest part of the channel, when the wind is on the quarter;
in the middle of the turn, the wind is on the beam and a setting
down toward the reef should be guarded against.

A coral and stone pier, with an iron pile, wood-covered
extension, projects from the shore ENE of the fort to the edge
of the coastal reef.

In the past, the extension of this pier was in need of repair
and boats are advised to come alongside with caution until the
proper depths can be determined; the previous depth was
reported to be 1.5m alongside the outer extremity of the
extension.

420 Ras Hadariba (22°04'N., 36°52'E.) is formed of
quicksand and fringed by reefs. Detached shoals, with less than
2m over them, lie within 3 miles of this stretch of coast. Ras
Hadariba is reported to give a good radar return up to a
distance of 17 miles.

It is reported that the coast in the vicinity of Ras Hadariba
lies about 2 miles farther E than charted.

To the S of Ras Hadariba, the coast is fronted by numerous
dangers, the approximate positions of which can best be seen
on the chart. Many of the reefs are several miles in extent; one
lies 12 miles from the coast. The outermost reefs are reported
to lie farther S than charted.

Anchorage.—Along this part of the coast there are several
indentations, most of which afford anchorage; if caution is
exercised, temporary anchorage can be taken near many of the
off-lying reefs.

Marsa Umbeila (22°00'N., 36°50'E.), entered about 6 miles
SSW of Ras Hadariba, is a small cove affording anchorage for
a vessel using a short scope of chain. A vessel can anchor, in
10m, mud, with the stern swung toward the head of the cove in
4.6m, coral rocks.

Marsa al Marub (Khor el Marob) (21°50'N., 36°50'E.) is
reported to lie 2 miles S of its charted position. It is also
reported to be much smaller than charted and to have only one
arm; this bay is impractical for use by vessels over 61m in
length.

It was reported that the inlet charted in the latitude of Marsa
al Marub was large, but did not have the charted S branch. The
inlet was reported to provide good anchorage for vessels up to
30m in length.

Marsa Gwilaib (21°46'N., 36°52'E.) lies about 4 miles S of
Marsa al Marub and has been reported to lie about 2 miles S of
its charted position. The entrance is narrow and fringed with
reefs, which extend about 0.3 mile ESE from its N and S
entrance points.

There is anchorage for small vessels, in 12.8 to 14.6m, mud
and sand, about 0.4 mile from the head of the cove; anchorage,
in 18.3m, can be taken in the N bight, a little less than 0.5 mile
within the entrance.

Marsa Abu Asal (21°43'N., 36°52'E.), in a position about 2
miles SSE of Marsa Gwilaib, is larger than those inlets
described above.

The N entrance point is low and sandy, with the coastal reef
extending about 0.3 mile off. The S entrance point is a coral
rock, 1.8m high, with the coastal reef extending about 0.3 mile
off.

There are depths of 24 to 59m in the entrance, decreasing to
18.5m at the head of the inlet, where it opens into three bights.
There is sufficient swinging room for a vessel to anchor in a
central position.

4.21 Marsa Abu Imamah (21°30'N., 36°57'E.), about 37
miles S of Ras Hadariba, is about 2 miles long. The coastal reef
extends about 1 mile E from the entrance points. The entrance
is visible only in good light. The entrance channel is about 0.2
mile wide, narrowing to about 183m in the fairway between the
entrance points, with depths of 21.9 to 27.4m.

A beacon, 4m high with a cone topmark, point up, stands
near the E extremity of the reef off the N entrance point. From
the entrance points, the channel deviates from a W to a SW
direction.

It is a flat-topped hill of a low range extending parallel with
the coast and terminating, about 10 miles SSE, in small
straggling hillcocks close S of Marsa Shinab.

Middle Shoal, with a least depth of 0.3m, coral, lies in mid-
channel about 1 mile SW of the S entrance point of Marsa Abu
Imamah. The shoal is about 183m in extent and has a channel
about 37m wide between it and the reef to N, and another
channel about 91m wide between it and the reef to S.

Anchorage.—The most convenient anchorage is NNE of
Middle Shoal, E of the entrance of the N bay, in 21.9m. The
inner anchorage, S of Middle Shoal, has depths of 14.6 to
18.3m, mud and coral, good holding ground, and can be
approached on either side of this shoal.

Directions.—Jabal Abu Imamah is a good landmark for a
vessel approaching the inlet. There are two conical hills, about
152 to 198m high, standing W of the head of the inlet; these
hills, in range about 250°, lead toward the entrance.

Vessels should keep to the N of the channel between the
entrance point and the sandspit on the NE side of the entrance
of the N bay, about 1 mile within the entrance, as the reefs on
that side are steep-to.

4.22 Marsa Halaka (21°25'N., 37°00'E.), entered about 5
miles SSE of Marsa Abu Imamah, has a least width of 60m
between the reefs, but widens to about 183m further in.

Small vessels can anchor in this inlet, but there is no
swinging room until 1.5 miles within the entrance.

There are depths of 32.9m in the entrance and about 20m
within.
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Shab Halaka lies NE of the entrance to Marsa Halaka. The
sea generally breaks over this reef; a sunken rock with a depth
of less than 1.8m, lies about 2 miles NW of its W extremity.

Khawr Shinab (21°21'N., 37°03'E.) lies about 5 miles SSE
of Marsa Halaka. The coastal reef extends about 1 mile E from
the entrance points; the coastal reef on the N side of the
entrance, which is about 183m wide, is more easily seen than
that on the S side, as some parts of it are above water. There are
depths of 27.4m in the entrance.

The inlet terminates in three small bights; the shores of the
inlet are fringed with reefs and the fairway has a least width of
about 91m. Depths shoal to 12.8 to 18.3m near the head of the
inlet. A shoal, with a depth of 3.7m, and a reef ,which dries, lie
in the entrances of the N and S bights, respectively.

The best anchorage appears to be well up in the inlet. A hill,
with a projection from its S and highest edge, stands near the
head of Marsa Shinab; this hill is sometimes difficult to
distinguish because of the high land to the W.

A reef, about 2 miles in extent, lies about 5 miles NE of
Haycock, and about 3 miles from shore. A sunken rock lies
about 3 miles ENE of the S extremity of this reef. The sea
seldom breaks on this rock and it is difficult to see, even from
aloft.

There is deep water between and around the reef and the
sunken rock.

Haycock (21°19'N., 37°02'E.), about 2 miles S of Marsa
Shinab, is the next to last peak of the low range extending SSE
from Jabal Abu Imamah. Jabal Shinab, 1,375m high and
notched at its summit, stands about 22 miles W of Haycock.

Directions.—A vessel should approach the inlet when the
sun is in the E as the reefs ahead can barely be made out when
the sun is in the W. The hill near the head of the inlet in range
259° with Jabal Shinab, leads from seaward towards the
entrance, passing between the reefs on either hand.

4.23 Ras Abu Shajarah (Ras Abu Shagrab) (21°04'N.,
37°19'E.), the SE extremity of a peninsula, is low and sandy.
The peninsula rises to an elevation of 39m about 3 miles SW of
Ras Abu Shajarah. From a distance NE, the S part of this
peninsula has the appearance of an island, but the absence of
off-lying islets should prevent it from being mistaken for
Mukawwar, about 9 miles farther S. On closing the land the
low coast of the peninsula will be visible from aloft.

Between Ras Abu Shajarah and Marsa Salak, about 37 miles
SSW, the coast is indented by Khalig Dungunab, and is fronted
by numerous islets and dangers up to 16 miles offshore. A
mountain range, the N extremity of which lies 25 miles WSW
of Ras Abu Shajarah, extends 34 miles S and is a good
landmark.

Jabal Erba (20°50'N., 36°52'E.), 12 miles from its N
extremity, rises to an elevation of 2,217m. On the N part of this
range are two small rugged peaks, the N of which is visible
from a great extent of coast. There is a small peak with a flat
summit close N of Jabal Ebra.

4.24 Dabadib (20°39'N., 37°07'E.), a hill, about 17.5 miles
SE of Jabal Erba and about 5 miles inland, is a good landmark.
It lies at the S end of a range of hills which extends parallel
with the coast to a short distance N of Muhammad Qawl, about
15.5 miles N. Between this range and the coast is a sandy plain,

with some scrub in places, rising gradually to an elevation of
about 30.5m at the foot of the hills.

Khalij Dunqunab (Dungunab Bay) (21°03'N., 37°12'E.) is a
large area indenting the coast for 15 miles between the
mainland and Ras Abu Shajarah. The entrance to the bay,
which lies SW of Ras al Keedan (21°00'N., 37°15'E.), is
encumbered with islets and dangers, but the bay provides good
anchorage, in depths of 13 to 40m.

Abu Gosha (20°57'N., 37°13'E.), an above-water rock, about
2.4m high and covered with bushes, lies on a reef in the
entrance of the bay, in a position about 3 miles SW of Ras al
Keedan. Sararat, an islet 1.8m high, lies about 2 miles WSW of
Abu Gosha, on a reef extending about 1 mile ENE from it.

A line of reefs and low islets extends about 4 miles SE from
Sararat; a chain of reefs and rocks extends W from Sararat to
the coast. Sararat and another low islet, about 2 miles SE, are
covered with low thick shrubs.

4.25 Abington Reef (20°54'N., 37°27'E.) is an above-water
coral reef. Strong W currents have been experienced in the
vicinity of this reef. The reef is marked by a light.

Angarosh, a sandy islet, 1.5m high, lies on a reef about 2
miles SSW of Abington Reef.

Shambaya Island (20°52'N., 37°24'E.), about 1m high, lies
near the SW end of a reef extending about 3 miles NW. Close
NE of this reef and separated from it by a channel about 0.1
mile wide is another reef which extends parallel.

A detached coral head, about 1 mile S of Shambaya Island,
is marked by an iron rail, about 1m high. The SE entrance of
the channel between the reefs is marked by pairs of beacons.

Mayetib Islands (20°48'N., 37°20'E.) consist of two islets
on the E side of an extensive reef. These islets lie on the SW
side of a deep channel leading NW and joining with a channel
leading to Khalij Dungunab, about 3 miles N of Mukawwar.

The larger islet, which lies on the SE side of the reef, is 42m
high and covered with small trees and shrubs; its SE side is
barren and precipitous. The smaller islet, about 1 mile NW of
the larger islet, is 1.8m high. On the NE side of this channel,
there are numerous coral patches lying W of Shambaya Island.

The westernmost and southwesternmost patches, lying about
6 miles WNW and 4 miles W, respectively, of Shambaya
Island, are each marked by an iron rail, 1m high. This channel
should be used only under favorable light conditions.

426 Mukawwar (20°48'N., 37°16'E.), 94m high, is a
tableland of rocky sandstone, with steep cliffs apparently
eroded by heavy rains. It has a sterile appearance, with only
rock and barren sands, except near its S extremity, where there
are some mangroves. This island is fringed with a reef, the N
part of which is extensive, but which has not been examined.

Gad Mesharifa, an islet 1.2m high, lies at the NW extremity
of this reef, about 4 miles NW of Mukawwar. A beacon stands
about 183m W of this islet. The NE extremity of this reef is
marked by Beacon No. 1, about 3 miles E of Gad Mesharifa.

An iron rail, Im high, marks a detached coral head about 0.3
mile ENE of Beacon No. 1.

These dangers lie on the S side of the channel leading W to
Rawaya Anchorage from a position about 3 miles N of
Mukawwar. A 5.5m patch lies about 2 miles WSW of Gad
Mesharifa.
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On the N side of this channel is Mesharifa, an islet about
1.8m high, lying about 1 mile NNW of Gad Mesharifa and at
the SW extremity of the reef extending S from Ras al Keedan.
A beacon stands about 183m SE of Mesharifa.

The channel between Gad Mesharifa and Mesharifa, swept
to a depth of 4.5m, has a least depth of 4m about 0.2 mile N of
Gad Mesharifa. Strong W currents have been experienced in
the vicinity of Mesharifa.

4.27 Rawaya Anchorage (20°54'N., 37°12'E.), the outer
anchorage for Muhammad Qawl, is of considerable extent and
lies S of the chain of reefs and rocks extending W from Sararat,
and W of the line of reefs and islets extending SE from the
same islet.

There are depths of 7.3 to 48m in the anchorage, but patches
of 4.5 and 5.5m lie on the N and E sides of the anchorage;
shoal patches lie as far as 1 mile from the W side. A good berth
in Rawaya Anchorage is in 12.8m, sand, good holding ground,
with the fort at Muhammad Qawl bearing 251° and Gad
Mesharifa bearing 124°, about 8 miles SW of Ras al Keedan.
There is a custom house and a conspicuous fort in the village.
A pier, with a depth of 1.2m at its head, extends across the
coastal reef in front of the village.

Anchorage, in 12.3m, can be taken about 0.2 mile SE of the
head of the pier. This anchorage was reported to be unsuitable
for a prolonged stay because of the restricted swinging room.

Three pairs of range beacons lead through the reefs and
shoals fronting the anchorage off Muhammad Qawl, in a least
depth of 8.2m. The S and principal approach to the anchorages
W and NW of Mukawwar leads S of Mayetib Islands and S and
W of Mukawwar.

Qita el Banna (20°41'N., 37°24'E.), a steep-to patch which
dries 0.6m, lies on the S side of this passage. A small rocky
patch, which dries 0.6m, lies about 3 miles SW of the larger
Mayetib Island. It is marked by a beacon. A rock, awash, and a
2.7m patch lie about 0.2 mile and 0.3 mile N, respectively, of
this rocky patch.

Merlin Rock, with a depth of less than 1.8m, lies about 3
miles ESE of the S end of Mukawwar. A beacon marks the S
end of a rocky spit extending about 1 mile SSW from the S end
of Mukawwar. A sandy patch, which sometimes dries, lies near
the S end of this spit.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken by small vessels, in
21.9m, mud, about 1 mile SE of the S end of Mukawwar. It
may also be taken off the W side of Mukawwar in suitable
depths.

4.28 Powell Rock (20°42'N., 37°15'E.), with a depth of
2.7m, lies about 3 miles SSW of the S end of Mukawwar.
Numerous shoals lie on the S side of this passage between
Powell Rock and Merlin Rock.

Brandon Rock (20°45'N., 37°12'E.), with patches of 3.6 and
5.5m, lies about 4 miles WNW of the S end of Mukawwar. The
sea sometimes breaks over this rock.

Directions.—Vessels should approach this passage with the
high land of Mukawwar bearing 258°, until Angarosh bears
348°, distant 3.5 miles. Then steer 245° for Dabadib, which
leads between the dangers on either side. A wreck stranded lies
on the coastal reef about 6 miles ENE of Dabadib.

The sandy patch near the S end of the rocky spit extending
SSW from the S end of Mukawwar usually shows well with the
sun behind the observer.

When the W extremity of Mukawwar bears 006°, vessels
should steer NNW, passing E of Brandon Rock. Care is
necessary to avoid the 5.5m patch WSW of Gad Mesharifa.

Local knowledge is required for the channels and anchorages
described above.

4.29 Juzur Tala (Tiflah Islands) (20°38'N., 37°15'E.), three
in number, lie about 7 miles S of the S extremity of Mukawwar
Island. The easternmost island is 3.3m high and the middle one
is 1.5m high; all three are covered with bushes. They are
surrounded by reefs and sunken rocks, over which the sea
sometimes breaks; the two outer reefs, with depths of less than
1.8m, lie about 6 miles ESE and SSE, respectively, of the
easternmost island.

Marsa Salak (20°27'N., 37°11'E.), small and almost
landlocked, lies on the W side of a sandspit which projects
about 2 miles SW. The entrance lies between the extremity of
the sandspit and some sunken rocks S; the discolored water
over the rocks is visible in clear weather.

An iron beacon stands on a sunken rocky patch about 1 mile
SE of the extremity of the sandspit.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in 16m, mud,
surrounded by patches of sunken rocks. It is doubtful whether
the sunken rocks in the entrance afford much protection from
strong S winds.

Directions.—\Vessels enter the bight through the channel W
of the beacon, and pass along the coastal reef; this channel is
about 0.3 mile wide and has a least known depth of 10.9m.

Vessels should then pass close around the extremity of the
sandspit and into the bay. The entrance is intricate, and the eye
is the only guide.

430 From Marsa Salak to Bur Sudan, about 51 miles S,
the coast is indented by numerous inlets, some of which
provide anchorage.

Jebel Melangweib (20°29'N., 36°48'E.), about 22 miles
WSW of Marsa Salek, is 1,664m high and bears some
resemblance to a chimney.

Jebel Oda (20°20'N., 36°38'E.), about 12 miles SW of Jebel
Melangweib, is 2,259m high. When seen from off Marsa
Salak, its summit is just visible above the N edge of a dip in
Jebel Saghum, which is about 335m high, and stands about 17
miles ESE of Jebel Melangweib.

Jebel Oda is round and elongated when seen from off Marsa
Arakiyai and Marsa Aweitir. It has the appearance of a cone
with a sharp peak, while off Port Sudan it appears to have a
rugged peak.

Jabal Gumaderiba (20°05'N., 36°43'E.) is a sharp rocky
peak whose appearance does not alter much from seaward,
although there is a shoulder on its S side. Between the coastal
reef and the numerous off-lying dangers, some of which have
not been surveyed, lies the Inner Channel.

There are depths of 26 to 44m in the narrow part of the
channel, which is generally deep elsewhere. The Inner Channel
is useful to small coastal craft as the water is smooth, but the
eye is the only guide in its navigation.
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4.31 Jebel Bawati (19°50'N., 36°50'E.), a range with six
summits, extends about 16 miles SSE from Jebel Gumaderiba
and stands about 23 miles inland. Between Jebel Bawati and
the coast is another group of ranges, much lower in elevation.

From this group, a wide plain, flat and level in appearance,
slopes gently to the shore which, in this area, has an elevation
of about 0.6 or 0.9m.

Close off the coastal reef, about 6 miles SSE of Marsa Salak
and 1.5 miles offshore, there are three shoal patches close
together. Under normal conditions they show up well, with one
or two coral heads usually being visible, and can be left on
either hand.

A concrete beacon marks the reef about 6 miles SSE of
Marsa Salak. A similar beacon marks another reef on the E
side of the channel, about 5 miles SSE of the above-mentioned
beacon.

Anchorage can be taken at Marsa Salak and S of it, or in the
vicinity of the off-lying reefs.

Caution.—In cloudy weather, it is sometimes difficult to
make out sunken rocks and patches; it is then advisable to
anchor.

Marsa Aweitir (20°10'N., 37°12'E.) is a gap in the coastal
reef. It is about 0.3 mile in extent with depths of 48m, mud, in
mid-channel, shoaling to 14.6m near the reefs.

4.32 A small vessel may moor, head and stern, in 37m,
with one anchor as close to the N reef as possible, using a short
scope of cable.

There is a conspicuous tree reported in the vicinity of this
cove. About 2 miles S there are some disused salt works.

Two beacons stand on the W edge of a reef, in a position
about 6 miles SSW and 8 miles S, respectively, of the beacon
on the S extremity of Shab Suadi (20°10'N., 37°17'E.).

A beacon stands on a detached reef on the E side of the Inner
Channel, about 13 miles SSE of the beacon on the S extremity
of Shab Suadi.

Shib Rumi (19°56'N., 37°25'E.), about 13 miles SE of the
beacon on the S extremity of Shab Suadi, rises abruptly from
depths of 366 to 732m. It is always visible, and the sea breaks
on its outer edge. A beacon stands near the S extremity of Shib
Rumi.

Strong W currents have been observed in the vicinity of Shib
Rumi.

From a position about 4 miles SW of Shib Rumi, a chain of
small broken reefs, the S of which are known as Le Mercier
Shoals, extends about 9 miles SW; they are marked at their N
end by a framework beacon, standing about 11 miles SSW of
the beacon on Shab Rumi, and at their S end by a concrete
beacon, standing about 3 miles SW of the N beacon.

4.33 Marsa FijJa (Marsa Fijab) (20°02'N., 37°12'E.) is
entered through a break in the coastal reef. The entrance is
narrowed to about 91m by an islet lying on the edge of the
coastal reef.

The N side of the entrance channel is marked by three
concrete beacons, each 4m high, standing about 0.6 mile ESE,
about 1 mile E, and close S of the islet.

The inlet decreases in width N to a muddy creek at its head;
it is encumbered with reefs and shoals, on which are many

islets, which reduced the anchorage area to such an extent as to
be suitable for small craft only.

Anchorage can be taken in the entrance channel, in about
21.9m, sheltered from all but S winds.

Marsa Arus (20°00'N., 37°11'E.), the entrance of which is
about 91m wide, lies about 2 miles S of the entrance of Marsa
Fijja; this inlet is available only for boats.

A tower, visible from seaward, is square-topped and 5m high;
it stands in a position about 3 miles SW of the head of this inlet.

The shore between the S entrance point of Marsa Arus and
the entrance of Marsa Darur, about 10 miles SSE, is about 1m
high, with ridges of coral that are slightly higher. It is backed
by a sandy plain, which rises gradually to the base of the hills
and mountains several miles inland.

Marsa Darur (19°50'N., 37°16'E.), at the mouth of the
largest valley in this region, is entered through a break in the
coastal reef, about 137m wide. A stone pier, in ruins, at the NE
extremity of the W islet, affords landing for boats. A
conspicuous white house stands on the mainland, about 2 miles
WSW of the entrance.

Anchorage.—Anchorage in an area about 0.1 mile in extent,
in 9.1 to 12.3m, can be taken outside and S of the entrance,
between a detached reef and the coastal reef; there is little
swinging room here, and it is well to have a stern anchor to the
reef to SW as a precaution at night against squalls off the land,
which are not unusual.

Vessels can anchor, in 7.3 to 18.3m, N of the detached reef
and about 1 mile NE of the entrance; it is particularly exposed
to N winds.

Directions.—From seaward, the position of the E islet is
marked by the conspicuous white house mentioned previously.

The house bearing 249° leads to the front entrance of the
inlet. The SE extremity of the reef on the N side of the entrance
is marked by small boulders, but the S entrance point is
difficult to see, particularly in calm weather.

Approaches to Bur Sudan

4.34 From seaward, the mountains from a position S of
Jabal Erba to a position abreast Port Sudan are suitable, in clear
weather, for bearings at a distance of about 40 miles from the
port.

Jebel Tagwiai (19°55'N., 37°03'E.), in a position about 14
miles E of the N part of Jebel Bawati, has two summits, 369m
high, which have nearly the same appearance; they are in range
when bearing 257°. Conspicuous is a long hog-backed range,
741m high, about 11 miles SW of Jebel Tagwiai, and which
shows up as a single peak from Bur Sudan.

Jebel Asoteriba (19°34'N., 36°55'E.), a poorly-defined
summit, 1,365m high, is a good mark when not obscured by
clouds.

Sanganeb Reef (19°45'N., 37°27'E.) is the easternmost
danger in the N approach to Port Sudan. It is a steep-to atoll on
which the sea generally breaks. The depths around it exceed
549m. The remains of a disused light structure stand close W
of the existing light.

The light structure is reported to give a good radar return up
to a distance of 20 miles.

Tides—Currents.—Currents of considerable strength have
been experienced in the vicinity of Sanganeb Reef. Northerly

Pub. 172



52 Sector 4. Gazair Giftunto Ras Kasar

Table of Contents

and W currents have been reported throughout the year,
particularly during the summer, and contrary currents have
been reported, chiefly during the winter months. Lights are
shown from near the S and E extremities of Wingate Reefs
(19°38'N., 37°18'E.).

The S light is reported to be sometimes hard to distinguish as
the lights of the port are much brighter. A beacon stands 1 mile
NNE of the S light structure. This beacon bearing 036°
indicates the NW limit of Wingate Reefs.

The sunken wreck Umbria lies 1 mile N of Wingate Reefs
South Light.

Due to the existence of explosives in the wreck, vessels are
advised not to enter the cautionary area surrounding and SW of
the wreck. Strong W currents have been experienced in the
vicinity of Wingate Reefs.

Anchorage.—Anchorage, in 27.4 to 46m, white clay and
mud, can be taken in the lagoon enclosed by the reef. It is
entered through an opening about 0.2 mile wide, about 1 mile
N of the SW extremity of the reef. The entrance is marked on
its S side by a concrete beacon.

Two concrete range beacons stand on the reef on the E side
of the lagoon, about 1 mile NNE of the light structure, and lead
through the center of the channel on a bearing of 107°.

Vessels entering should pass about 137m N of the reef on the
S side of the entrance, which shows clearly, and after passing
over a narrow ridge with depths of 9.1 to 14.6m, should anchor
in the middle of the lagoon. The N end of the lagoon is foul. A
beacon stands about 183m S of the N extremity of the reef,; a
second beacon stands about 21.5 miles N of the light structure

Bur Sudan (Port Sudan) (19°36'N., 37°14'E.)
World Port Index No. 47940

4.35 Bur Sudan is an excellent natural harbor consisting of
a deep, sheltered inlet which indents the coast nearly
perpendicularly, then branches off into two narrow arms. In the
past few years, this port has fallen into a state of disrepair.

This inlet is, for the greater part, bordered by reefs, which
are visible, but it is free from dangers in the fairway. Port
Sudan harbor is bounded by imaginary lines, as follows:

1. From Wingate Reefs East Lighted Beacon in a 312°
direction to the coast

2. From Wingate Reefs East Lighted Beacon in a 159°
direction for 9.5 miles, then in a 180° direction for 3 miles,
then in a 270° direction to the coast
This includes the coastal area from close N of Marsa Gwiyai

to about 10 miles SSE of Bur Sudan.

Winds—Weather—Prevailing NE winds from October to
June generally allow safe anchorage and boat work in the
harbor. Short sharp rain squalls from October to January are
accompanied by winds which are seldom of sufficient velocity
to cause much uneasiness.

Between July and September, squalls blowing from SE
through W, however, may reach gale force. These may occur
without warning or with slight warning by the approach of dust
clouds from W, they are known locally as Haboobs.

Visibility decreases to less than 46m because of the dust and
blowing sand; temperatures may rise to as high as 52°C. The
squalls are of 30 minutes duration, and vessels should not be
lying to their own anchors during their occurrence.

Tides—Currents.—Tides at Port Sudan are hardly
perceptible, the mean range of tide being only 0.3m.

There is a seasonal variation of about 1m in the local water
level because of changes in barometric pressure.

The highest level is reported to take place in the winter
months. The set of currents in the Red Sea is extremely
variable and affected by several factors.

The velocity of currents increases rapidly in the vicinity of
off-lying reefs; these should be given a wide berth.

While some swell enters the harbor at Bur Sudan at times, it
is not serious and the port is relatively sheltered from all
directions.

Depths—L imitations.—The harbor will accept vessels up
to 275m in length and with drafts up to 11.3m. Fifteen berths
are available throughout the harbor, with alongside depths
ranging from 8.6 to 12.2m; in winter, alongside depths may
increase.

Aspect.—The coast is regular in the vicinity of Port Sudan,
the land in the vicinity of the port being a plain with a few
elevations and clumps of bushes. The land gradually rises to
the foothills about 7 miles inland. The sea area of the port
presents a completely different aspect, being complicated by
elements of the great coral reef system of the Red Sea.

The barrier reef fronting the coast is broken by a 6 mile wide
gap of open water in the vicinity of the port, with depths
exceeding 594m. This gap provides access to the port, as well
as the Inner Channel paralleling the coast inside the reefs.

Bur Sudan Berthing Information (2001)
Minimum Maximum vessel
Berth Length depth Length Draft Remarks

Berths 1 through 5 are used for general

1-5, 5A 825m 8.5m 182m 8.7m cargo, including wheat and timber. Berth
5A is generally used for molasses.

6-7 366m 11m 182m 10.6m General cargo and edible oil.

8-9 366m 11m 182m 10.6m General cargo and edible oil.

11 98m 8.5m 153m 8.7m General cargo, edible oil, and dry bulk.

15 205m 10.7m 198m 10.6m Bulk cargo.
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Bur Sudan Berthing Information (2001)
Minimum Maximum vessel
Berth Length depth Length Draft Remarks
16 108m 10.7m 182m 10.3m Petroleum products and ro-ro vessels.
17-18 277m 11.4m 275m 11.5m Petroleum products and containers.

Port Sudan Light is shown from a stone tower with a white
band, 22m high, standing on the edge of the coastal reef 1.25
miles SE of the harbor entrance.

Three visible wrecks are reported to lie 1 mile S, 1.5 miles S,
and 3.5 miles SSE, respectively ,of Port Sudan Light. The S
wreck was reported to appear as a vessel at anchor.

Several conspicuous oil tanks and a grain silo stand on the S
side of the harbor entrance. Three 65m high radio towers stand
about 1 mile NW of the silo. Two conspicuous water towers
stand on the harbor's E shore, about 1 mile N of the harbor
entrance.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for all merchant vessels
and generally advisable for all vessels, as once within the reefs,
it is almost impossible to do any close maneuvering. The pilot
boarding area is about 2 to 3 miles off the harbor entrance.

Pilotage is available 24 hours for vessels up to 198m in
length. Pilotage is available during daylight hours only for
vessels greater than 198m in length. Pilots will proceed out to
all merchant vessels sighted approaching by day and night,
whether signaled for or not.

When the port is full, vessels may be directed to proceed,
during daylight only and after the pilot has boarded, to Towartit
Reef Anchorage. It was reported that vessels may be directed
to an alternative anchorage N of Silayet.

Vessels arriving by night, and not wishing to enter the harbor
before daylight, should not approach within 20 miles until such
time as is necessary to make the pilot boarding area by the time
desired at their normal speed.

The pilot lookout station stands on the W side of the
entrance. It consists of a white wooden framework tower, 15m
high.

The vessel’s ETA should be sent 24 hours in advance,
including the following information:

1. Vessel’s name.

2. Callsign.

3. Dimensions.

4. Destination.

5. Services required.

Regulations.—The port is under the control of the Port
Superintendent of the Sudan Government Railways. The Port
Manager regulates the berthing of vessels and the loading,
unloading, and storage of explosives. A copy of the harbor
regulations should be obtained. The port office is at the N end
of Main Quay. Main engines should not be put out of action
without permission from the Port Manager.

Special regulations are in effect for wvessels carrying
petroleum, a copy of which should also be obtained. Vessels
carrying petroleum should, on approaching the harbor, display
a red flag by day and a red light, at the masthead, at night.

Tugs, whether free or having tows, shall at all times make
way for deep-draft vessels in any part of the harbor or entrance.

Vessels leaving the port have the right of way over vessels
entering.

Vessels over 15 years old are required to produce a
Seaworthy Certificate, which must include a statement that
cargo handling equipment is capable of handling all cargo
embarked.

Signals.—Signals relative to the control of the port are
displayed from the pilot lookout station. When all the pilots are
engaged, an orange ball by day, or a red light over a green light
by night, indicates that movements are taking place in the
harbor, and that vessels should not approach within 1 mile of
the entrance.

Anchorage.—In addition to the Main Quay berths, there are
four anchorages in the inner harbor,with ample water and
reasonable holding ground, where vessels may load and
discharge by means of pontoons (but not between July and
August 31).

Anchorage may be obtained on soft coral and mud about 0.4
mile within the harbor entrance. Lights in line bearing 314.5°
are occasionally shown, with the front near Hotel Jetty and the
rear from government offices 183m NW, to indicate the anchor
berth. Anchorages are allocated by the port authorities.

During certain seasons of the year, June to September, it may
be advisable to keep engines on short notice.

Steel mooring posts are situated on the NW shore of the
harbor, to which the sterns of vessels can be secured after
anchoring. There are also mooring buoys in the harbor.

The anchorage areas in general have good holding ground,
except in the N part, where it is reported to be poor.

Vessels should avoid anchoring in an area S of a line drawn
due E from Berth 16, due to the presence of submarine cables.

Anchorage is prohibited in an area on the W side of the
harbor, best seen on the chart.

Directions.—It is reported that during certain periods, the
land in the vicinity of the port cannot be seen from seaward of
the reefs; therefore, the coast should not be approached too
closely until a defenite landfall has been made.

It is advisable to make the harbor before noon, taking into
consideration the sun's glare and the contour of the land.

Currents are irregular in the port's approaches and should be
watched for.

The best approach from seaward is S of Sanganeb Reef;
from E; the best time to make Sanganeb Reef is just before
dawn, as the light structure is difficult to pick up with the
afternoon sun, and, at times, no landmarks are visible.

Vessels from N should pass about 2 miles S of Sanganeb
Reef light structure and steer to a position about 2 miles SE of
Wingate Reefs S light structure, and then alter course about |
mile S of the same light structure.

From S, Hindi Gider light structure should be made and
passed to the N at a distance of 8 miles or so, to insure clearing
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North Jumnah Shoal. Then set a course for the pilot boarding
area as described above.

The channel through the harbor is well-marked by lighted
beacons and a lighted range, although it has been reported that
the range may be difficult to distinguish.

4.36 Bashayer Oil Terminal (19°24'N., 37°19'E.), a tanker
crude oil loading facility, is approached from the N or S of
Towartit Reef. The controlling depth in the N channel is 50m,
and 44m at the S channe;, however there is a 13m patch close
W of a channel 2.25 miles SE of Hadaraweb Split. The
maximum size of vessel at the terminal is 300,000 dwt with an
alongside depth of 54m. Berthing at the port is carried out only
by the advice of the terminal berthing master.

Pilotage.—Pilots for the N channel board in position
19°35'N., 37°20'E; pilots for the S channel board in position
19°15'N 37°30'E. Anchorage at the terminal port is not
recommended.

4.37 Sawakin Harbor (19°08'N,., 37°21'E.) lies about 30
miles SSE of Bur Sudan. The intervening low coast consists of
a raised coral reef intersected by dry water courses. A flat
sandy plain rises gently to the mountains and is covered by
small shrubs and coarse grass which spring up during the
season of winter rains.

During the winter, the mountains are frequently hidden for
long periods by haze or clouds, but some of the hills between
them and the coast usually remain clearly defined.

To the S of Sawakin Harbor, the coastal plain begins to
widen and extends inland as much as 40 miles. A chimney, the
position of which is approximate, stands about 3 miles S of the
entrance of Port Sudan and about 1 mile inland; a flare is
shown close E of the chimney.

A large oil refinery stands about 3 miles S of the entrance of
Port Sudan and about 1 mile inland.

Jebel Hadaraweb is a group of irregular hills, about 10 miles
inland, midway between Bur Sudan and Sawakin Harbor. The
central peak of the group is 490m high and a good mark.

Another peak, 500m high, 1.5 miles SW of the central peak,
appears as a blunt cone from the S.

Jebel Waratab (19°07'N., 37°11'E.), 627m high, is the
highest and most prominent conical hill in this vicinity; its
summit forms two small knobs. From a distance, it appears as a
truncated cone, except on SW bearings, when it appears almost
sharp.

Jebel Gararat, 618m high and about 2 miles W of Jebel
Waratab, is rounded with a long sawtoothed shoulder. On SW
bearings, a conspicuous shining white patch is frequently
visible below this peak.

Jebel Hamob Adarob (North Saddle), about 4 miles SW of
Jebel Waratab, and Jebel Hamob Hadal (South Saddle), about 3
miles farther S, are two saddle-shaped hills which are quite
conspicuous. Jebel Hamob Adarob is frequently difficult to see
because of its color, and Jebel Hamob Hadal loses its shape
when bearing N of 278°.

A small wedge-shaped hill, 252m high, lying about 4 miles
NE of Jebel Hamob Adarob, is a good mark. Extensive reefs, at
the N end of which is North Towartit Reef, extend about 23
miles SSE from a position about 7 miles SE of the entrance of
Port Sudan.

These reefs are separated from the coast by a continuation of
the Inner Channel. The E edge of these reefs extends SE and
then S for about 15 miles to Heyman Reef and then 3 miles
farther S to Williamson Shoals. Both of these dangers seldom
break.

To the S of Williamson Shoals, no dangers have been found
on this side of the reefs. However, vessels should not attempt to
pass W of a line extending from these shoals to the S extremity
of the reefs.

These reefs, except those at the S end, show in a moderate
breeze.

4.38 North Towartit Reef (19°32'N., 37°20'E.) is marked
at its N extremity by a 9m high beacon. Wrecks, which are
radar conspicuous, are stranded on the reef, about 0.3 mile and
0.95 mile SE, respectively, of the beacon.

Another beacon stands on the E edge of the reef, about 3
miles SE of the N end of North Towartit Reef. A conspicuous
wreck, which appears as a ship at anchor and gives a good
radar return, is charted about 2 miles ESE of this beacon.

North Towartit Reef Anchorage lies between 1 mile and 2.5
miles S of the N end of North Towartit Reef. In it are a number
of reefs and sunken rocks, some of which are marked by
lighted and unlighted beacons.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in 68 to 75m, mud
and shell, SSE of the 27.4m bank midway between the
northernmost and easternmost lighted beacons. Vessels with
local knowledge may obtain anchorage elsewhere, but in most
areas the bottom is uneven and in some places it is not
surveyed.

The E side of the Inner Channel is marked by two beacons,
each 3m high, on reefs about 4 miles and 14 miles,
respectively, SSE of North Towartit Reef.

Anchorage.—Two anchorages are located 1 mile NNE, and
2.5 miles NE of Shib Ata (19°16'N., 37°20'E.), but require
local knowledge, as the channels leading to them are not
marked.

The W side of the Inner Channel is fringed by a coral reef
nearly 0.5 mile wide at Towartit Elbow (19°29'N., 37°18'E.),
and is clearly visible to Sawakin Harbor, except off Hadaraweb
and Shab Damath, about 7 miles and 15 miles SSE,
respectively, of Towartit Elbow.

439 Marsa Amid (19°25'N., 37°18'E.) is a break in the
coastal reef about 4 miles S of Towartit Elbow. It is marked by
a conspicuous islet, covered with bushes, lying inside the
coastal reef about 1 mile N of Marsa Amid. Hadaraweb Spit
lies about 4 miles S of Marsa Amid and extends 0.5 mile
offshore.

Marsa Ata (19°17'N., 37°19'E.) is marked by a fairly
conspicuous wooded islet, off which the depths are irregular
for about 0.2 mile.

Shab Damath (19°14'N., 37°20'E.), in a position about 4
miles S of Marsa Ata, is a S projection of the coastal reef about
1 mile in length; the sea does not always break. A concrete
beacon stands about 1 mile N of the S end of this reef.

Marsa Kuwayy (Marsa Kuwai) (19°13'N., 37°20'E.), about
1 mile wide, lies between Shab Damath and the main part of
the coastal reef.
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The depths are irregular, but sufficient room is available to
shelter medium-sized vessels in the S part. The S extremity of
Shab Damath does not show well.

A 3.2m patch lies about 0.35 mile W of the S end of Shab
Damath. From a position approximately 2 miles S of Shib Ata,
Towartit Reefs continue S for 6.5 miles. The area within these
reefs is unsurveyed.

A beacon, 6m in height, stands on Al Mansuriyah, about 3
miles S of Shab Ata, towards the NW edge of those dangers.
Fikheeb lies 3.5 miles SE of this beacon, with reefs extending
1.5 miles further S.

4.40 Sawakin Harbor (19°08'N., 37°21'E.) is a narrow
inlet in the low coastal plain, extending SW to Quarantine
Island, where it divides into two arms. Sawakin, in ruins years
ago, was of little importance except as a pilgrimage quarantine
station and a limited amount of coastwise trade.

The port is under the control of the Port Authority, Port
Sudan. It was abandoned years ago due to the growth of coral.

New development is reported (1995) to be completed. The
port’s main traffic consists of container and ro-ro vessels. The
approach is made through a channel, which has been reported
(1995) realigned, with a minimum depth of 12.8m.

Winds—Weather.—The prevailing winds are either land
and sea breezes, or winds which approximately parallel the
coast, inclining off the land at night, and from seaward in the
forenoon.

In spring and summer the sea breezes generally set in about
0900 and subside suddenly at about 1700., but outside the
harbor they continue until later.

In winter the, wind almost always varies between N and NE
during the day, with some strength, generally lulling but not
falling to a calm at night.

During November, December, and January, sharp squalls
from the mountains, accompanied by rain, occur occasionally.

During these months and until March, the climate is equable
and pleasant, never very hot in the day and always cool at
night. Sandstorms are experienced during summer.

When fresh land squalls blow, sand fills the air from some 50
miles seaward, rendering objects invisible at more than 0.5
mile.

During the winter months, when the high mountain ranges
are generally hidden by clouds, the N wind sweeping along the
plain between the mountains and the sea carries with it a cloud
of reddish dust, which dims or entirely obscures the view of the
lower and nearer peaks.

The heat is very great during June through September, the
thermometer rising in sandstorms to 46°C onboard ship, and to
several degrees higher in the town. Precautions must be taken
against sunstroke.

Tides—Currents.—In Sawakin Harbor,the tides are diurnal.
The mean winter level is 0.3m higher than the mean summer
sea level.

Depths—Limitations.—Vessels up to 4,000 dwt, with a
maximum length of 93m and a maximum draft of 8.5m, can be
accommodated.

The port has three general cargo berths, with a total length of
392m; each berth has a depth of 9m alongside. Ro-ro vessels
can be handled at Berth No. 1.

It has been reported (1995) that Osman Digna, the new
harbor in the outer port, situated E of Condenser Island, is
operational.

It has five berths, which can accommodate vessels with a
maximum draft of 12.2m.

Aspect.—Jebel Waratab and the 252m hill to the SSE are
good marks for approaching the harbor. The most conspicuous
objects visible from seaward are a wooden tower located close
SW of Graham Point, the SE entrance point of the harbor; a
stranded wreck lying close SE of Condenser Island
(Quarantine Island), about 1 mile SW of Graham Point; and the
white chimney of the abandoned cotton works on the shore
about 1 mile S of Condenser Island.

The shores of the harbor, which are almost entirely bordered
with reefs, are about 2m high and of a rocky appearance. These
reefs dry from May to August, but are covered in December.
The channel is reported to be marked by lighted beacons.

Pilotage.—It was reported (1995) that the pilot, available 24
hours a day, boards 2 miles E of the entrance channel.

Anchorage.—Anchorage is prohibited within an area about
0.4 mile NE of Condenser Island due to the existence of a fresh
water pipeline, the ends of which are marked by beacons.

The recommended anchorage is in a designated area best
seen on the chart.

Caution.—Dependence should not be placed on the beacons
marking the approach to Sawakin Harbor, as they may be
missing.

Sawakin Archipelago

4.41 Sawakin Archipelago is an extensive group of islets,
reefs, and shoals lying off the W shore of the Red Sea and
fronting the coast for a distance of about 80 miles SE of
Sawakin Harbor.

The group extends in a general SE direction from North
Jumna Shoal, in latitude 19°27'N, to Darrakah, in latitude
18°21'N. Some of these dangers lie as far as 40 miles from the
mainland and may best be seen on the chart; there is an Inner
Channel between these dangers and the coastal reef.

Tides—Currents.—During June, strong W and SW
currents have been experienced near the NE end of the
Sawakin Archipelago, but generally only when close to the
islets and not W of Hindi Gider and Masamirit.

During July and August, SW and SSW currents have been
observed, which commenced at about 1400. daily and
continued until after midnight. They often attained a velocity
of 0.5 knot. Northeast sets were occasionally experienced after
a SW wind, but were of short duration and erratic in direction.

Hindi Gider (19°23'N., 37°55'E.) is narrow, 4.5m high, and
covered with bushes. The islet is surrounded by a steep-to reef,
which extends 0.2 mile from its N side. The islet is marked by
a beacon and a light. The light structure on Hindi Gider is
reported to give a good radar return up to a distance of 14
miles.

4.42 Peshwa (19°23'N., 38°00'E.), a reef on which the sea
generally breaks, lies about 5 miles E of Hindi Gider; a rock,
the position of which is doubtful, was reported to lie midway
between Peshwa and Hindi Gider. The reef is reported to lie
about 1 mile SE of its charted position.
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Owen Reef (19°21'N., 38°03'E.), 7.5 miles ESE of Hindi
Gidir, is only visible under good conditions.

North Jumna Shoal (Shab Jibna) (19°27'N., 37°44'E.),
awash and steep-to, lies about 11 miles WNW of Hindi Gider.
The sea breaks on this reef, and in a calm a few coral heads
show above water. A beacon stands on the SW side of the
shoal.

Logan Reef (19°22'N., 37°50'E.) and Keary Reef (19°18'N.,
37°50'E.) break in a moderate swell and are visible under
normal conditions.

Shib Anbar (19°17'N., 37°42'E.), the N extremity of which
lies about 12 miles SW of Hindi Gider, extends about 5 miles
S. The sea generally breaks on the N end of the reef, which has
several gaps in it. At the S end of the N section of the reef is a
0.9m rock. A stranded wreck lies near the S extremity of the
reef.

The N extremity of Shab Mubyat (Meera Reefs) (19°12'N.,
37°42'E.) is nearly awash. A circular reef, which shows light
green, lies about 1 mile SE of Shab Mubyat.

Shib Qusayr (19°11'N., 37°37'E.) has a few coral heads
above water, on which the sea always breaks. It is reported to
be 0.5 mile WNW of its charted position. A beacon, 6m high,
stands on the SW end of Shab Qusayr.

4.43 Masamirit (18°50'N., 38°46'E.) is a low, bushy, and
steep-to island composed of sand and coral. Masamirit is
reported to give a good radar return up to a distance of 11
miles.

The numerous islets, reefs, and shoals lying in the vicinity
and SW of a line drawn between Hindi Gider and Masamirit
are best seen on the charts.

Barra Musa Saghir (19°03'N., 38°12'E.), in a position about
26 miles SE of Hindi Gider and one of the above islets lying
SW of a line drawn between Hindi Gider and Masamirit, is
reported to give a good radar return up to a distance of 19
miles.

Dawn Ash Shaykh (Dom esh Sheikh) (18°37'N., 38°52'E.),
the easternmost islet of the Sawakin Archipelago, is low,
thickly covered with bush, and fringed by a reef.

Gharb Miyun (18°30'N., 38°51'E.) is an islet fringed by a
reef. The islet was reported to lie about 1 mile NE of its charted
position.

Miyun, an islet fringed by a reef, lies about 2 miles WSW of
Gharb Miyun. The islet was also reported to lie about 1 mile E
of its charted position.

Derraka (Darraka) (18°27'N., 38°45'E.) is a small islet about
4 miles WSW of Miyun. It is fringed by a reef, which appears
to extend on its NW side toward a detached reef that breaks
and lies 1 mile off the islet. Derraka was reported to lie about 1
mile E of its charted position.

Darrakah (Dahret Abid Islet) (18°21'N., 38°48'E.), the
southernmost of the Sawakin Archipelago, is low, and
composed of sand and coral. It was reported that a reef extends
about 1 mile E from it.

Aqgrab, Karb, and Abu Marinah (18°26'N., 38°31'E.) are a
group of six sand and coral islets on which the sea breaks when
there is any swell. They lie on a coral reef, on which lie some
pinnacle rocks, with deep water between them. Agrab makes
up the three N islets, Karb the two S islets, and Abu Marinah
the E islet.

The coast S of Sawakin Harbor is backed by a sandy plain,
which rises gradually to the inland ranges, with some hills near
the coast rising abruptly.

From a point about 30 miles S of Sawakin Harbor, abreast
the E turn of the coast, the mountain ranges incline away from
the shore and are fronted by a wide expanse of plain. The coast
S of Sawakin Harbor is frequently obscured by dust and
mirage.

The Inner Channel to the S of Sawakin Harbor leads between
the W side of the Sawakin Archipelago and the coastal reef to a
position about 9 miles E of Trinkitat Harbor (18°41'N.,
37°45'E.). The passage trends generally S for about 14 miles,
then turns E for about 11 miles and then trends generally SE
for about 22 miles.

Tides—Currents.—In the approach to Sawakin Harbor
from the S through the Inner Channel, the currents are
extremely variable and sometimes strong. The approach should
be timed so as to have daylight while in the vicinity of the
islands and shoals.

Between December and April, little current was experienced,
and the velocity seldom exceeded 0.5 knot. A fairly constant
set to W and NW has been observed at this season; this is
probably influenced by the S winds prevailing in the S part of
the Red Sea.

4.44 Kad Eitwid Reefs (Qad Eitwid) (19°03'N., 37°27'E.),
on the E side of the Inner Channel, consists of some islets and
numerous reefs and shoals, over some of which the sea breaks.
There is no known navigable passage through this extensive
group.

The area between a line joining Kad Eitwid Reefs and a
point about 10 miles NE, and S of Burns Reef and
Cunningham Shoal has been only partially examined.
Numerous reefs lie in this area and it would be dangerous to
attempt to pass through it.

Kad Eitwid Islet (19°00'N., 37°29'E.), 2.4m high, with some
coarse grass on it, lies on the E side of Kad Eitwid Reefs, about
11 miles SSE of the entrance of Sawakin Harbor.

Another sandy islet, 1.8m high, with some coarse grass, lies
about 4 miles SW of Kad Eitwid Sand.

A 7.3m patch lies about 2 miles N of the latter islet,
narrowing the Inner Channel at that point to about 1 mile. A
reef, on which the sea generally breaks, lies at the SE end of
Kad Eitwid Reefs, about 4 miles S of Kad Eitwid Sand.

A spit with depths of less than 18.3m extends about 1 mile S
from this reef. A 9.1m patch lies about 2 miles S of the reef. An
iron beacon, 5m high, stands on the above reef.

Eitwid (19°01'N., 37°33'E.), an islet 2.7m high, is sandy,
fringed by a reef, and covered with bushes on its NE side. It is
visible in the S approach to Sawakin Harbor and makes a good
mark.

Vessels should not attempt to pass between Eitwid and the
reef at the SE end of Kad Eitwid Reefs.

The W side of the Inner Channel, formed by a coastal reef,
which extends up to 1.75 miles offshore and dries in summer,
is fronted by several long islets covered with mangroves and
scrub.

The islets are not usually seen, except from aloft, the
coastline being apparently unbroken.
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The coastal reef is usually visible and is broken in several
places, forming natural boat harbors. Two beacons, 3m high,
stand on the edge of the coastal reef about 5 miles and 9 miles
S, respectively, of the entrance of Sawakin Harbor. Another
beacon, 5m high, stands on the reef 13 miles S of Sawakin
Harbor.

4.45 Marsa Shaykh lIbrahim (18°53'N., 37°25'E.) is a
good anchorage entered through a break in the coastal reef,
183m wide. The entrance points were marked by beacons. The
coastal reef dries in patches on either side of the entrance. On
the NW side of this bight are high mangroves, while the SW
side is a low sandy plain with scrub.

Anchorage can be taken, in 7.3 to 11m, good holding
ground. A 4.5m patch, the position of which is approximate,
lies about 1 mile ESE of the entrance of Marsa Shaykh
Ibrahim.

Marsa Shaykh Sad (18°50'N., 37°25'E.), entered about 3
miles S of Marsa Shaykh lbrahim, extends W for about 1 mile
and then N for about 2 miles. There are no good landing places
as the depths shoal gradually, and boats ground about 46m
from shore.

The entrance is obstructed by three detached shoals, which
can be seen under favorable circumstances. The outer shoal is a
coral head, with a depth of 1.8m, and is not easily seen. It can
be avoided by keeping close to the steep-to coastal reef on the
N side of the entrance, which dries in places and is clearly
visible. The two inner shoals lie W and SW of the outer shoal.

Good sheltered anchorage can be taken just inside the
entrance. Farther in there is less swinging room, and a stern
anchor is necessary. A beacon, 4m high, marks the edge of the
coastal reef about 1 mile N of the entrance of Marsa Shaykh
Sad.

A beacon, 4.3m high, marks the edge of the reef on the N
entrance of the bight. Vessels approaching Marsa Shaykh Sad
from N should keep the coastal reef abeam avoiding
projections. The area E of this bight has not been examined and
discolored water has been observed.

4.46 Shib ash Shubuk (Shab ul Shubuk) (18°49'N.,
37°33'E.), a large shoal of which little is known, fills the bight
in the coast between Marsa Shaykh Sad and Marsa Magdam,
about 17 miles ESE. The reef is intersected by narrow channels
and studded with numerous low sandy islets, some of which
have bushes on them.

The N edge of the reef is broken and should be given a wide
berth, but the NE edge is usually visible. When a vessel passes
outside of Shib ash Shubuk, the shore between Marsa Shaykh
Sad and Marsa Magdam is not visible. The SE extremity of the
reef is marked by a beacon.

Corner Reef (Jinniya) (18°53'N., 37°36'E.) is marked by a
beacon, 3m high. The sea generally breaks on this reef, and in
calms it is usually visible.

Green Reef (Dhanab al Qirsh) (18°56'N., 37°44'E.) is awash
on its W and N side, but its SE side is sunken. There are two
coral heads off its W side.

Two Islets (Haronayeet), a reef about 2 miles SE of Green
Reef, consists of two parts, with an islet on each part, separated
by a very narrow channel.

The NE and larger islet, which is a good mark, is 4m high,
with some stunted bushes and the SW islet is 2m high.

Kad Hogit (18°49'N., 37°43'E.) is a partly sunken reef lying
on the SW side of the Inner Channel. The E part of the reef is
usually visible, but the W part is seldom seen unless there is a
swell breaking. A beacon marks a coral patch near the center of
Kad Hogit.

Anchorage.—Anchorage, sheltered from all but SE winds,
can be taken, in 18m, mud, with the beacon on Kad Hogit
bearing 018°, distant 0.5 mile.

4.47 Marsa Magdam (18°43'N., 37°42'E.) lies S of the SE
end of Shib ash Shubuk. The NW side of this bight rises close
S of its NW entrance point to an elevation of 3.0 to 4.5m and is
covered with shrub. The coastal reef extends about 1 mile N
from this point and detached reefs lie within 1 mile NE and E
of the point.

There is a passage, less than 0.5 mile wide and leading into
the channel within Shib ash Shubuk, close N of the NE
detached reef, which is marked by a beacon. The SE entrance
point of Marsa Magdam is low and backed by conspicuous
sand hills rising from 6.1 to 13.1m in height.

Three islets, 1.5m to 2.1m high, lie on detached patches
within 1 mile N of this point. There are several detached
patches, with depths of 2.1 to 5.5m, lying within 0.5 mile E of
the islets.

Rambler Shoal, with a least depth of 5.5m, and Fairway
Patch, with a least depth of 7.9m, lie E of the above islets,
about 2 miles ENE and 2.5 miles E, respectively, of the SE
entrance point of Marsa Magdam.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in 11 to 14.6m, sand
and mud, in the N and NW parts of Marsa Magdam, under the
lee of the extremity of Shab Ul Shubuk. The SW part of the
bight affords good anchorage, in 9.1m, sand, but during E
winds this anchorage is somewhat exposed to the swell.

4.48 Trinkitat Harbor (18°41'N., 37°45'E.) is a small
harbor formerly with depths of 6.1 to 7.9m. It is no longer
advisable for even shallow draft vessels to use the harbor. The
shores of the harbor are low and sandy and the entrance is not
easily distinguished. A sandy plain, flooded at times, extends
some distance inland from the harbor.

There is a shallow lagoon S of the harbor, entered through a
narrow opening on the SE side of the harbor. A steep-to reef,
which is awash and always visible, lies about 1 mile E of the N
entrance point of the harbor.

A beacon marks the N end of the reef. The bank extending
about 0.1 mile SE from the N entrance of the harbor has depths
of 3 to 4.9m;the spit extending about 0.3 mile N from the S
entrance has depths of 3 to 5.2m. A rock, near the middle of
this spit, breaks in an E swell.

Another rock, about 183m S, also breaks. A shoal, with a
least depth of 5.8m, lies about 0.3 mile NNE of the S entrance
point of the harbor.

A Dbeacon stands on the W side of the harbor. A flagstaff
stands 0.5 mile S of the beacon.

Winds—Weather.—From November to April, the winds are
mainly N, with some from the NE, especially during the
daytime. In April, they begin to veer through E towards S, and
from June to September, they are mainly S.
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Sandstorms are said to be frequent and severe in the Trinkitat
and Tokar District during the latter season; during and after
these storms, visibility on the coast and at sea is likely to be
much reduced by sand or dust haze.

There is no dust haze with N and E winds, and only
occasional and very slight dust with winds from E to SE.
Southeast winds can usually be forecast by an increase in the
humidity of the atmosphere; it is said that a swell sets in from
SE from 12 to 24 hours before the shift of winds occur.

Strong N winds are occasionally preceded by a swell from
that direction, but, as the islets and reefs of the Sawakin
Archipelago act as a breakwater, a marked swell does not
always accompany a strong N wind.

Anchorage.—Good anchorage is obtainable, in depths of
about 11m, outside of the harbor.

4.49 To the SE of Trinkitat Harbor, the coast is low and
barren, with salt water marshes, and in places is covered with
low bushes. There are a few low sand hills on the coast about
12 miles from Trinkitat Harbor.

Jebel Tagdera (18°14'N., 38°07'E.), an isolated double hill,
122m high, is easily identified. It is the northernmost of the
coastal hills in this vicinity.

Jebel Debranka, 198m high, is a large rounded mass with a
smooth summit, in a position about 5 miles SE of Jebel
Tagdera.

Quoin Hill (18°08'N., 38°16'E.), 111m high, stands on the
low coastal plain. It has two distinct conical peaks and bears
little resemblance to a quoin.

Jebel Chelhinde (17°59'N., 38°16'E.), 634m high, is a
conspicuous peak with a rounded summit. It seldom stands out
clearly, but is unmistakable. Sugarloaf (Jebel Dirtet) are two
conical hills, 253m high, about 6 miles NE of Jebel Chelhinde.

Winds—Weather.—The mountains in the neighborhood of
Khor Nowarat appear to receive a lot of rain and are frequently
hidden in clouds or by sandstorms.

The latter are of common occurrence and may last from 1
day to possibly 4 days. Strong E and S winds, which at times
reach force 8, are almost invariably preceded by a thick
atmosphere; the hills disappear from view, and it is usually
very humid. These winds often set in quickly, and attain a
considerable force in a few minutes. If, however, the signs of
their approach and the barometer are watched, there is usually
ample warning.

Under these conditions, the barometer tends to fall and the
daily 1000 rise almost disappears. As a rule, the strength of the
wind abates toward evening. These winds, known locally as
Haboobs, are very hot and usually accompanied by
sandstorms. Clearing hills and dry weather are the precursors
of fine weather with light N breezes.

Qita Teronbo (18°39'N., 37°48'E.) is a sunken rocky patch,
steep-to on its NE side, lying close off the coast. This rocky
patch is separated from the coast by a passage about 1 mile
wide and with a depth of 6.4m. Anchorage can be taken here in
an emergency.

450 Ras Asis (18°25'N., 38°09'E.), the N extremity of the
Gulf of Aqiq, is low and sandy, with a rocky spit extending
about 1 mile E from it. A beacon stands on the E extremity of
Ras Asis.

Ras Shakal (Ras Shekub) (18°18'N., 38°17'E.) is an island,
4.5m high, with a narrow channel between and the land.

Two small islets and some coral reef lie to the NE of the
island. It is advisable to round the cape at a distance of 4 miles,
or in a depth of not less than 55m.

A white masonry beacon stands on the N extremity of the
reef, about 1 mile N of Ras Shakal. The beacon has been
reported to be difficult to distinguish.

Several dangers extend across the E side of the gulf from Ras
Shakal toward Ras Asis, leaving an entrance between the
northernmost danger and Ras Asis about 3 miles in width.
Amarat Islands, lying 2 to 4 miles W of Ras Shakal, are two
low, sandy islets on a coral reef.

A 7.3m shoal extends 1.5 miles NNE from the E end of the E
island; a detached rock with a depth of less than 1.8m lies
midway between these islets and the peninsula.

Diamond Shoal, with a least depth of 3.9m, lies NNW of
Amarat Islands; a shoal, with a depth of less than 1.8m, lies
about 1 mile farther NNW.

Adqgiq (18°14'N., 38°14'E.), a small village on the S side of
the gulf, consists of barracks and huts. Three low coral islets
fringed by reefs lie from 0.5 mile to 1.5 miles N of the village.

Anchorage can be taken E of the inner islet, in 7.8 to 12.8m,
mud and coral.

451 Khor Nowarat (18°15'N., 38°20'E.) is a sheltered
inlet. The inlet provides excellent anchorage throughout, in
depths of 5.5 to 10.1m. The shores of the bay are low and
sandy, in places covered with scrub and mangroves, and
fringed with reefs. Parts of the shore are liable to inundation.

There is a chain of islets across the entrance of the inlet
which completely shelters the bay and partially obstructs the
approach. There are depths of 7.3 to 11m, mud, N of Ibn Abbas
Island, and 5.5 to 8.7m SW of the island.

Directions.—The entrance of Khor Nowart is difficult to
distinguish from a distance, but if Jabal Direct can be
identified, it leads toward the entrance.

The black rocks on the NW end of Hagar Islet, which are
visible about 5 miles distant, should be approached on a 190°
bearing.

When the beacon W of Ras Istahi bears 230°, vessels shall
steer for that. When clearing the shoals ESE of Guban Island,
gradually change course to 132°, bringing the beacon N of Ras
Shakal in range astern with the sand spit extending SW from
the extremity of Guban Island.This leads to a position off the
entrance of the harbor and W of the middle islet of Hagar
Islets. Anchorage can be taken here, in 12.8m, sand, or vessels
may proceed through the entrance.

Vessels proceeding to the inner anchorages should round Ras
Istahi, giving a good berth to the spit extending from it, and
then steer SW to clear the shoal W of the 3.3m islet off the NW
end of Farrajin Island.

452 Ras Istahi (18°16'N., 38°19'E.), the E end of the
peninsula separating the Gulf of Agiq from Khor Nowarat, is
the NW entrance point of Khor Nowarat. The point is fringed
by a reef, and there is a 5.5m patch about 0.4 mile ESE of the
point. A beacon stands on a small sand hill, 4.6m high, about 1
mile W of Ras Istahi.
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Obstructing the approach to the entrance of Khor Nowarat
are Guban Island, the Hagar Islets, and Farrajin Island.

Guban Island, about 7m high, is separated from the head of
the peninsula by a passage about 1 mile wide, but it has patches
with depths of 4.1 to 11m obstructing it. Shoal patches, with
depths of 5.5 to 10.1m, lie from about 0.2 to 0.4 mile ESE and
SE of Guban Island.

The Hagar Islets, which lie from about 1 mile N to 1.5 miles
E of Ras Istahi, consist of three low sandy islets lying on an
extensive coral reef. These islets are sparsely covered with
some grass and shrub. The middle islet is 3.9m high, and the
NW islet is 3.6m high. Conspicuous black rocks, 0.9m high,
stand near the NW edge of the reef surrounding Hagar Islets.

Farrajin Island (18°14'N., 38°21'E.), 4.5m high, is
connected by shoals, with depths of less than 5.5m, to the SE
entrance point of Khor Nowarat. An islet, 3.3m high, lies at the
NW end of the reef extending NW from the NW end of
Farrajin Island.

A detached shoal, with a depth of less than 1.8m, lies about
0.1 mile W of this 3.3m islet. A spit, with depths of less than
3m, extends about 0.3 mile N from the islet.

Ibn Abbas Island (18°13'N., 38°19'E.), in the middle of the
inlet, is a coral plateau about 4.5 to 6.1m high. The E part of
the island is wooded and the W part is sandy. All but the SW
side is fringed with reef, and there are coral patches between
the E end of the island and Farajin Island.

A conspicuous 2.7m islet, that is fringed with reef, lies
midway between Ibn Abbas Island and the NW end of Farrajin
Island.

4.53 The coast SE of Khor Nowarat is very broken to Ras
Kasar. It is recommended that vessels approaching the coast in
this vicinity first make Darrakah.

Jazirat er Rih (18°11'N., 38°28'E.), an irregularly shaped
peninsula, is low and sandy on its E part. It should not be
approached from E because of the off-lying dangers. On its W
part are some trees and vegetation, and the coral rock ruins of
an ancient town. The highest part of the peninsula is a mound
of rocks which is visible from Ras Abid.

To the W of Jazirat er Rih is a bay with depths of 5.5 and
7.3m. Vessels entering the bay should pass N of Jazirat er Rih
and between its W extremity and the coast.

The bar in the entrance, with a depth of 3.6m, is a
continuation of the coastal reef. A tortuous channel leads SW
and S of the peninsula.

454 Ras Abid (18°09'N., 38°30'E.), about 2 miles SE of
Jazirat er Rih, is a small island, and not a point as implied; its
highest part is on its E side. A beacon stands on an island,
about 2 miles SE of Ras Abid.

A rocky islet, 1.8m high, lies between Ras Abid and Ras
Abu Yabis. The islet is a good mark; NW of it is a low bushy
island. Between Ras Abid and Ras Kas, 10 miles SSE, the
coast is low and fringed by a rocky bank.

Ras Abu Yabis (18°07'N., 38°32'E.) lies 3.5 miles SSE of
Ras Abid. It is the NW extremity of a projection that is low and
bushy, with small white sand hills.

A bay, which appears to be shoal, lies on the W side of Ras
Abu Yabis. To the S of this cape and near the coast are some
conspicuous mountains.

A bank, with a least depth of 27m, was reported to lie about
5 miles E of Ras Abid. A sunken rock, about 6 miles E of Ras
Abu Yabis, lies at the S end of a bank with depths of 23.8 and
25.6m. The rock has been unsuccessfully searched for and its
position is doubtful.

Ras Kasar (18°02'N., 38°35'E.), about 7 miles SSE of Ras
Abu Yabis, is described in paragraph 5.2.
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